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OLD STYLE and che 


N all ages ſince the creation of the world, man- 
kind have been very curious in making obere 
vations on the ſun, moon, and ſtars, in order 

to know the times for regulating their affairs 
doth civil and r —A os I 
+ 912-47 501 DING 54 21; FROM bug ot FE, 


„ee Who Mert blre che flood enjoyed great 


advantages above others in this reſpect, on Rigs. 


of their longevity : and Joſephus *, the Jewiſh/hiſto- 

rian, makes no ſcruple to fay,' That one feaſon 
15 * being favoured with long life was, that they 
might make the greater proficiency. in geometry 
and aſtronomy : — That the deſcendants of Seth 
« erected two ſtately pillars, one of None, the other 
« of. brick, with.. inſcriptions of ſome df the moſt 
< remarkable obſervations that had been made by 
them and their anceſtors :—That the former Was 
<« not quite effaced by the deluge, and ſome i- 
« ges of it were to be ſcen in in his time 
who was alive at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by tie 
Romans. wor ee 
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| bene truly worthy of obſervation, wiz. 0 That if Py 
ad not Tived Tix ages, they" could”: 
et “ not have been perfect in aſtronomical knowledge: 7 | 
1 „ this could not be till a revolution of ſix hundred 
f Ex « Fears, that the great yeat as accompliſhed.” 
| Ihe great year was the period of ſigihundred years, 
__— uſed by the Jews for regulating the tine of their 
1} N fellifals. | It is a moſt: ancient and noble invtngon;}; p oY 
and yet it ſcems to have beeg unknown to other na - 
tions, as their chronologers and hiſtorians take no 
notice oß it., That which comes neareſt to it, is that 
me! is uſed abr ot Chineſe, e time; 5 che 
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accurate was 3 Caſſini *. 4 5 homehe his | 
neſe received it may be e for by the diſper- 
ſion of the Jewiſh; tribes. all over the caſt. It» is a 
probable there were many precious remains of this 
kind preſerved by Noah, who was ſaved. in a. yery, - 
ee manner . | Hons: ſix hundred Fears, 
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Ns * 1 was a RG of Tuni-fotar | . ae of 31 
| * r fuppoſing, the lunar 
| „month to be 29 4955 12 Ars, 44 winutes, 3 ſeconds, 
419,146 days and a half make 7421 lunar months; and chi? 
e number of 2 days and ar half gives 600 ſolar 


* 
* 
* 
69 * - 
FS: 
: 
* 
. 4 
4 * 
4 * 
N 
in 
3 * 
1 + 
4 4 
1 
. 
* 
"I 
* : 
5 
, , 
71 . 
1 
1 2 
92 
= * 
3 
" $ 
1 
Wa 
F b 
3 | 
” 
fi 
7 
— 
7 
* 
* 


err 


17 . years ſays 3 that which was uſed before the de- F 
Auge, as is very likely, it muſt be confeſſed that the ancient 
5 "OS patriarehs knew the motton of the ftars with great preti- 48 
15 Bon; for theſe lunar months agree eraclly with what his” 
been determined e moſt . net 
mers. Cal Br TIT: +: 
_ + it muſt be IPO] 2 gave them an opportunity of. - 
; 25 * * anproving' yin. 3 _ them likewiſe an opportunt- | 


99 ; - "I 
befordthe flood ; this her Lamechs had his EO .-. 
father -Methuſclab, lived a: canfiderable|time-with e 
the firſt of the human race; and indeed Noah Him- 1 
ſelf was born a kunde! more * a hand CHER = 
> as dates Aur 97103 2104 INMI : 
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corrupted their ways, inſomuch that it is called the Wore * 
of the ungodly, { Impigty had arrived at g prodigipns E 


height, ſo called aloud for vengeance. —— Noah conſtruQ+ | s 
ed a veſſel according to the divine command and directen, 
on board of which he remained a year and ten days. . 
ſoon as he ſet his foot on dry land, he made a gtateful dc. — 
knowledgment to his BenefaQor, for the power and mere, 
diſplayed in behaif of him and his family: and, that hr. 
[might dor be alarmed. vith avother calamity Stiche i 
Nature, a gracious ſign was given, that, ya to. cantique. 2. 1 Ys. 
throughout all generations, v/z, the Rain t it hea- — — 
venly arch, very beautiful is it to beheld: 1 6 | 
rach ſays, „ Prsiſe Hite that made it, for it 

the heavens about with a glorigus circle, ee 
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_<zof the amen bended ne t if ; 
; «Y 


_ * Mtitron, chat a PIR "Ras 1 many ingenious - = al 
fancies about the angel inſtructing Adam in this ſcience, _” q 
[who wonted qhocls to * "Bi integduces the/Aliighty L 
ſaying. 4 BENS It nat o $25 330 2 22 2 3 
r 3 there be lights 6 5 - # xt 2 3 1 

High in th' expanſe of, heaven, to divids Bar ad 9 

© The day from night; and let them be for figns, —— = 

For ſeafons, and for day, arid cireling VS f as. 
—— What if the fi” 1 alas! — 
Be cedtre to the A other Rars -'- 7 eG _—__ 
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(V his attractive virtue, and their own, | . 3 112 7 8 ; 7 
| Incited) dance about him various rounds ?!?!?! 


I Their wand ring eourſe now highs now Jon heath 
*  Progrellive, SR or ſtanding an, 2 3 
in fi hen eee, | nb: 
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rar Chaldeans were the firſt who mae" any 2 
e in aſtronomy after the deluge : Babylon, the 
metropolis, was very famous for many ancient ang: ** 
1 uſeful obſervations. When Alexander the Giett 
| carried his conqueſts ſo far into the caſt, his preceps 
cor received from Galliſthenes a regiſter of celeſtial 
1 obſervations for no leſs than 1903 years, down to 
A the taking of the city by that monarch, which: was 9 
331 years before Chg 8 n 1 
TzrAH was a native of Chaldea, who lived 
many years before the death of Noah ; and Philo *, 
a learned Jew, ſays, that he applied himself much 10 oY 
this ſtudy ; which doubtleſs was an ancient tradition 
among his countrymen ; and that he inſtructed his 
ſon Abraham; their great. progenitor, in this ſcience, 
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who t eat delight in contemplating ſuch won 
FF  Aderfulyworks. And God was pleaſed to manifeſt 
1 himſelf to him in a peculiar manner, and to give 


im) a liberal promiſe, That in hig offspring all»thg 
ö nations of the earth ng be bleſſed. oO 


| ABRAYAM. left "8 place of his nativity 3 reſided 1 
at Charran, then in Paleſtine, which was promiſed 
to his deſcendants: here he lived in tents, and mo- 

red from place to place, as was moſt convenient for 
A his numerous flocks and herds. There came a great 
| famine, which conſtrained him to go into Egypt for 
ſupply, where he ſojourned for ſome time. And 
thus, fays Joſephus, this ſcience or knowledge of 
the ſtars was introduced into that kingdom, where 
it flouriſhed greatly. And the Cine 152 at Alex. 
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andria and Babylon gave them great eee 
of obſerving the luminaries of heaven; as the iy _ 


was remarkably clear and ſerene, and not ſo over. 4 
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caſt with clouds and ftorms as in moſt other 1 .. "= 
chat lie under a Wifferent meridians" . 
Moriswis e Salts wands 
other liberal ſcience; he wag learned in all the 'wil- | 
dom of the Egyptians; heWas à perſon of diſtin- Y 
guiſhed abilities, and a glorious inſtrument in de 3 
hand of Providence for reſcuing the lfraclites from 
great bondage: he conducted them through the. 


Red · ſea into the Arabian deſert, and lived with then 
in that tate of pilgrimage for the ſpace of "forty == 
years; though he was not allowed to ctoſs Jor. 
dan, and take poſſeſſion of the Promiſed Land TJ 
This honour was reſerved for Joſhua,” hig"ſucceflor, A 
who was likewiſe a man of great renown. 80 the 
Jews carried this ſcience with them into Judea, 3 
from thence the Phcnicians received it; who, being . 
a very diligent and ſagacious people, turned it to 
great advantage in navigation, inſomuch that they 
obtained the ſovereignty and dominion of the Medi. 
terranean ſea. Other failors knew the conſtel . 
lation of the Great Bear, wider" Charles's. 26 | 4 
Wain; but they conducted themſelves by a tar in be 
conſtellation of the Little Bear, the neaxeſt of any con- 


bderable magnitude to'the North rule x fixed and = 4 2 


„ W a =! — this, as 1190 0 2 account ne * 8 3 : 
gives of the creation he ſpeaks very little of ſuch things, 2 


1 
particularly the ſtars, and as it were only by the by. 'Bug*” 1 
it does not follow from this that he knew them not cough: . 
* n is ſhort, it is very comprehenſive, _ Th 1 be 
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tenſiwe trade their merchants were princes, and 
their traffickers the honourable ”S of the earth; 
they planted colonies far and near, and ſome even 
without the Straits of Gibraltar, both on the African 
and European coaſts; and it is not unlikely that ſome 
of their veſſels thus employed were driven out of 


| To peopled that vaſt tra of land, unknown for ſo 
1 many a | {6-3 et, 8 7 
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* might have ſome knowledge of the attractive virtue 
of the loadſtone, they had no notion of its real uſe: 
and it is. not known who was the author of this 


Italians were the firſt who put it in practice, though 
others have likewiſe claimed this honour. Some 
have aſcribed it to Flavio; but if he did not invent, 
he greatly improved it, A. C. 1302; and as for the 
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later date. This diſcovery was attended with great 
advantages to navigation, unknown to the ancients. 
In what a bigh pompous manner do they ſpeak of 
ſome voyages that they made, which ſome of our 


2 ee __ fleet te Zneas —_ — by a 


* Eititige' was a colony of theirs, that was the great 


* | esl of Rome, and contended. with it : for the empire or 
FE. the world. 
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guide than the other.. They carried on ache. | 3 | 


their proper courſe to the continent of America, and 


Bur granting their eil in navigation was far; fu. 
perior to that of other nations, yet it was but ſmall - * 
in compariſon of what it has been ſince the inven: 
tion of the mariner's compaſs. Though the ancients _ 


wonderful contrivance. It is pretty certain, that the 


= particular variations of the needle, theſe are of much 


ſmalleſt loops could perform with caſe. When Virgil 
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ſlorm on the coaſt" of Africa , e tai 
go ſhore: to inquire, of the inhabitants wWherrabaut 
he Was, und to what place he had been driwen 
But to return * e that induſtrious 


and . 


1 730 BOS? | © 415 
"47 7 AF « alt, 44 255111 700 
„Tin Citention: was very advantageous as 4 mar. 
time power and a trading nation: Tyre, their bulk 


wark and place of their greateſt ſtrength, was an 
iſland at a little diſtance from the land; ſo, on that 5 


4 4 ” 


account, it was not fo eafily fi . unit" over-ruf 
by any that might look upon them with a jealous 

eye; and being not far from Mount Lebanon, where 
the fineſt timber grew for building both h "fea, "and 


land, their great fleets were made but of Mis foreft; 4 


and the wood that was uſed in the Temple of Jeru- 
ſalem was brought from thence in floats to Joppa, 


for which the Tyrians received” great wealth from 


Solomon. 8o great reputation Hall Aceh in maritite 
affairs, that this illuſtrious king g ot pilots* froit! 
_ thence to conduct his fleet to opal, "by the way of 

the Red-ſea, and bring home Imitticnſe” pen 
and ſo powerful were they, "that Nebuchddhe#zat 
could ſcarcely conquer them with his nurtletoys ar- 
mies; their city ſtood à thirteen'years flege before 
it was taken. It is true, the Gretian eonquerbr re- 
duced it in ſeven months; but it is likely it had not 
recovered its ancient powets and ſplendor, ohierwite 


ve would have found it a ne harder tar. 
* 25 


He uſed that brave people in a moſt Bemelel 
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ſtand in defenee of liberty: becauſe. they 3 
his conqueſts, and bid him defiance, he ordered 
ſome thouſands of them to be crucified. Far differ 
ent indeed was his behaviour towards the vanquiſti- 
ed Indians; they, being an effeminate race, gave him 
but little trouble: his pride was not ſo much piqued 
as with the valiant dn ſo he treated his captives 
with great humanity and kindneſs; as Pope wu 
with great TRI and truth, | rc of 
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6c "Ba are much the * the 3 3 
6 From Macedonia 5 * * madman to the Swede Sk 


How applicable theſe lines are to ſome crowned 
heads in Europe at this time, I leave every one to 
judge. | 


$2 


Tus Greeks again were inſtructed | in this Wan 
by che Phoenicians and Egyptians. Thales of Mile. 
tus travelled for this purpoſe ; and, for his great 
knowledge in aſtronomy, he was reckoned the firſt 
of the ſeyen wiſe men, It is needleſs to mention 
what a glorious. figure they made in ancient times, - 
both for wiſdom and valour ; Greece was the ſeat of- 
learning and the polite arts, and the land of heroes, 
who were expert both by ſea and land; and with 
very ſmall numbers they yanquiſhed the moſt nu- 
merous forces that ever, were ſent againſt any na-. 
tion f. | 
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Alexander the Great, king of Macedon. 

+ Charles XII. of Sweden. | | - 9871 

+ I might likewiſe mention the famous Enthagorate 
whoſe 8 is thought by ſome to be the fame with that 
£4 3 revived” 
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pr thenee it was . Rovitha, * 5 
who ſent their youth to Athens to learn the liberal 8 
arts and ſeiences; and it is well known to Wüst 
lurpriling height in knowledge and power they art 
ved: they ſpread terror and conſternation. wherever | 
| = went, and no nation was able to reſiſt theiv ' 
It was under them that the ſtyle, common 
dien th Old Sl, ok pace, which remains now _—_— 
amn 2 be r . 8 * N 
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Ir r 
n ee this have been received by different na« 
tions z that would be quite foreign to the preſent _— 
plan: belides ſome of them are quite romantic and 'Y 
NO a 2 as it would be Wiens 68, adopt | 
ſuch as. hae: not the leaſt foundation; may, which 
— 10 woſt nations, 2 2 
be always thought more ancient than Wee 1 
or aborigines. -- 


e 
revived 'by Copernicus, a canon of Thorn, "Wi the be- 13 I A 


ing of the fifteenth cefitbry. He went far und near tio 

acquire knowledge; he borrowed many things from thb 
Jews, and tranſplanted: them into his philoſophy, This 

| the learned Cudworth ſnows in his Intellectual Syſtemw, 
and rallies thoſe wits in the manner they deſerved, who. 
would not own he received any knowledge from that 

ſouree; f it had been 7 philoſophy 3 r 
13. 


eee "i 
people be * to compute and reckon ; fach as, the ns. 


of .Chrift's s. nauvity, Kc. ; though. it is now generally, * — 
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e i four. IF belary the. vulgat era.” „„ 
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Ter im df Nidonaſlie 4, or the Egyylan f , 
FeU Mis Rad beth uſed among the Romans from the 


days of Numa, whe chme bo the crow but à fe 
Fears After at Period, —— 
But as the 64d Fun were mot added, there was 
Front weed of an aiterution in the ſtyle. And this 


ww d6ire-by- Juks Ceelar, a prince of great parts; 


his 
n expedi- 


both as a ſtateſman and a warrior. He 
eonqueſts far and wide; he even made 


0% Dt Briten; Arad Was the firſt Roman emperbr. 


He corrected the ealendar by the aſſiſtanct of Soſi- 
28285, an ExecNent mathetmatician; fo that a day 


was intercalated * und added to February, which is 


ala Leaßp-yeær, or Biſſextile, (from bis gert. calend. 
Marmi, or that year it was the fixth of the ealends 
H March twice); this was ordered to be obſerved. 


throughout the Roman empire. This happened in the 
45k yew 1 
fay || in the 46th); and it conſiſted of 25 taonths; or 

” ä 


1 Eta of Nabens tr, is the year he commenced . | 


' reign at Babylon. 4 — 


1 Egyptian bra, Md a WEN 
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. yo At the firſt eorredion of the tte by g. Cetar, 1 6 
year v WAS every third year ; but it was ſoon after A frer altered d to | 
CF fourth year by deset >" 


zlar, Ann. Dom. 3 5. 


I Particalarly Dionyſts the dionk, ſirnained the Little, 


| who,, in 516, introduced the computing of tine according 
to the Ebriſtian ra, and got froch the wiativity, but the in- 
earnation Br conception of Chrilt; and thoagh' it whs te 
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the year, but à month in the year was called after 


ae am, uin. * W l aun 


—— ae 
in — — — — Ty ee 
ſion in the ſtate. There were ſeveral - campetitar rg 
for the crown, and for ſame time there: was/atriume- 


virate, ar the government was in the hands of three 


men; but Ottavius in a fow years was foals cmperor, 
and quite ahſalute; he then aſſumad tha name of 


ese fon tinge being pri, fr 
— gherations 1 ha 
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ue AE Cd of ads yet ne 
the months almoſt between il January and 25th Miveb, 


a different year was reckaned, as it ought, according ta 


1 . 7 4 and _ . dug g 
Was 
except ip ag gland an 
ſian account, both in their clvi = eccleſiaſtical year 7 


pada og A hors the ralgar ora; 


Gregor. Aſtron, B. II. prop. ail.” 7: . ee 
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448 days, and was ealled the Tear of-Gonfuſion. 
"When the ſtyle was thus. altered, it was: called the 
been at great pains to aggemplitþ it p and nat only 


Anguftus. During thoſe commotiong, the ſyſe that 

had been lately altered was much peglatedj hut it 
was reſtored according to the detarmination, pf;Julius 
Car, and ſtill kept his name; and the month Ben. 
tilis was called Auguſt, in mne 
far; Wannen ae LSD oY 
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after the alteration of the ſtyle. The common peo- 


the other feſtivals in that church. Within 4 few 


1 J 
vide oma cdrhatics, chat pope ae fon. 


* novelties, and are never pleaſed but with new 


things. However true this may be in general, yet 
among this number is the New Style. This is very 
diſguſting to many; they conſider it as a kind of 


preſumption, and as if it were altering in a manner 


the ſtatutes and ordinances of heaven: they are very 
tenacious of many indifferent cuſtoms and traditions 


tranſmitted to them from their forefathers for ſome 


generations, and oontend more earneſtly for theſe 

than for things of greater importance. It is ama- 
zing to think how ſome betray their weakneſs in this 
particular; nay, ſome are quite ſuperſtitious about it 
to the higheſt degree. This I had occañon to tee in 
England, where I lived ſeveral years, and not long 


ple could not be reconciled to new Chriſtmas, and 


miles of my habitation, the country people pretended? | 
there was:a particular kind of oak- tree in the New- 


foreſt, Hampſhire, that began to bud on Old Chriſt; 


mas day; and great crowds uſed to go and fee that . 
wonderful phænomenon, as a real miracle wrought 


on purpoſe to point out that ever - memorable event. 


There was à ſhrewd fellow who kept an alehouſe 
in the neighbourhood, who reaped-great advantage 
by it, and told marvellous tories, which the populace 
eaſily believed. It was ſomething like the famous 
Glaſtonbury Thorn, ſp often mentioned in hiſtary; 
and it was given out there was no. ſuch thing to be 
ſeen on Chriſtmas day according to the New Style. 
1755 would they wait * hours, with lanthorns Wo. 
and 


n 
#4 * 93 


| . 
— fee" whether tha chings were fo or Fora 
* Some believed it ſtrongly, and others gave" iiniplielt | 
faith to their relation of the tratter; för they UT 
not like to be ſuſpected of infidelity in a mitter that 
was thought 10 eſſentzel to rekgion : Neat” ch 
place the common people gave the chergymam à Ful 
nea extraordinary to preach à ſermon'at che patiſh- 
church on Chriſtmas day according to the Old Style, 
which he complied with for ſome time; but he fired 1 
of it: whether his brethren banter=d him about it, "i 
or whether he was aſliamed of his people's igno- 
rance, I do not pretend to ſay; —— 
he gave ſome hints in his diſcourſe, that the altera. 
tion of the ſtyle was not ſo much amiſs; they were | 
ſo offended that they would employ him no more? 
and this circumſtance Jeflened' his” reputation great? - 
ly as a preacher among them. There was u es 
markable ſtory current at the fame time that oer 
ſioned great mirth-and pleaſantry, and was talked f 
with great confidence. An old woman made à great 
noiſe about it; and ſhewed as much Wen a8 ue Was 
man at St. Giles's church in Edinburgh, who töck 
the Engliſh liturgy which was then f introduced for 
. e - only the did not — 4 dannen 
| e Bc nen 
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» 10 th - bee ar Tet" ot the bet ale” 2 
of their prejudices in this particular: thus te fee the Bll 
day of the year, and particuluriy the firit Monday of ther 
year, commonly called Handſel- Monday," (e great; days 4 
of fealting and merriment), are . to the Old. 3 
Style; iy ſo likewiſe with 0 4 time of 3 + 
or entering to ſervieg,, are fond of ...- 
to the New Style. 74 — l ee en 2 3 

* N huge FL for avert yn -- 
t. n was in ob. „ X — 


a converſation with a perſon of ſome eminence in 
the mercantile way; no man could talk more ſenſfix 


tion of the 


a; dot he was not yet quite clear about it. * 


Style, 22 called . — 


ee e paying grevier || 
Reference to the prieſthood than the other, s is 
commonly che caſe with people of that perſwaßon, a 
left ſo far as came under my obſervation. She criec 
out with great vehemence, that the price of cvery 
thing was raiſed with that New Style, and nothing te 
be expected but judgments upon the land: that it 
was a erying fin to alter Chriſtmas day, that had 

int te e madman x: het ee 


- 'Fxrs weakneſs, or ſuperſtition," is not _ to 
be ſeen among the lower ſort, but among thoſe from 
whom other things might be expected. I once had 


bly than he did en commerce, and every thing rbla. 
ting to it; but he was quite diſpleaſed at the altera. 
ſtyle; and he thought the parliament very 
idle for their pains; and that they would be obliged 
to reverſe ſuch a ridiculous act, as was a diſgrace to 
the annals of Great Britain: here he was out of his 
depth, and it was what he could not fathom. When 
J exprefled my ſurpriſe, that he did not comprehend 

2 thing ſo plain and eafy in itſelf, much more ſa 
than the many intricate and perplexed accounts he 
had often occaſion to unravel, he ſaid, with fome 
warmth, What's become. of thoſe eleven days? 1 
aſked him, when, his clock went eleven minutes 
wrong, and he ſet it right, what became of thoſe 
eleven minutes? That, he faid, made it — 


— * * 


e Ne New 
eſter his 
death, 


277 was "Lifius that invented the form 


1 = 1 — 
a ie was brought to perfeQion by Claviazy/ who 
wrote an explication of it, with an'-apologyy/but 
Pope Uregory XIII. got the honour of it, as it v 
patronized by him, and every ſtep taken about it 
was acbording to his direction. Obſetving that 
nene big, and that the begin- 
<< ning of the year dy little and little-crept forwards 
< in regard of the ſeaſons, or (which is aſt one) the 
<« times of the equinoxes and ſolſtices crept back 
* wards in regard of the days of the year ; and this 
„ regreſs being about 10 minutes and .48-ſegonds 
« every year, fo that in about 133 years. it muſt be _ 
* about a day; and conſequently from the year of '_ 
« Chriſt 32 5, wherein the council of Nice was held "3 
« to the year 1582, wherein the calendar was nes - 
© formed, this regreſs was the matter of ten days. . - 
„Hence it came to paſs, that whereas in the time of A 
„the Nicene council the vernal equinem happens 
* nehr about 21ſt March, in 1583 it was fend to 
have erept up to the 11th March. That height | 
« bring the equinox to its former place, a days 
vtre ſuppreſſed in October 1882 dhe % 
< that month was called the 15th. Still, if no othet 
* reformation ſhould be made but taking aw-wãð Zgſ ten 
days, the cardinal pomts would: again remove in 
«ſome years time. To avoid this/it- was ordered; 
« that once in 133 years one day ſhould be taken 
< out of the calendar ; that is, three days ſhould be 
* taken out of 400 years, and this by Making every 
* hindredth year of the - Chriſtian. ra common 
< which, according to the Julian.accounts; an 
% Leap; but every four hundredth year was to con- 
s tinue Leap, as in the Julian “.“ 13 337; bas 70>" 
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*.D. Gregory, late Savilian profeſſor: at Oxford.. Ther 


E 
Tzis was not received by the Proteſtants for 4 
88 time after its firſt introduction; becauſe 
they thought nothing good could come from 
which they conſidered as the myſtical, Babylon, the. 
mother of abominations. And what made them the 
more averſe to receive it, was its having the fanction 
and authority of one who was their moſt inveterate 
enemy: this is plain from the joy he expreſſed at the 
Paris maſſacre, under Charles IX. of France, 24th 
of Auguſt 1572, the very year he was prdmoted to 
the papal dignity. and grandeur ; and it was made 
matter of great exultation and triumph at Rome; 
though it was very odious in the fight af many of 
that communion, is en * a ſcene oa mon- 


Jawars of time bh now in a 2 great meaſure ol 
ed fach u aral and it has been found convenient for 
a trading people to conform to it, as the Old and 
New Styles were apt to occaſion miſtakes in buſineſs ; - 
and ſome were willing to ſhift the day of payment, 

under the pretence of taking one ſtyle for another: 
Now there are eleven days between the Old and New. 
Styles; but that difference is not ſo much minded as 
it was (unleſs among the vulgar) ſince 1752, when 
the New Style was introduced into ee 
eee b ny u 17 •3 


Warn enter fem a 3 wa mould 
have gone as far back as the vulgar era, and inſtead - 
of throwing out ten days ſhould have thrown out 
twelve, which is the difference darween 2609 1 
yOu and 1600 COT * —— 


\ 


Bur 


Bur the principal thing he had in view was to te- 
gulate Eaſter, (which had occaſioned many warm 
diſputes among Chriſtians at different times)? be 
wanted to bring the vernal equinox to the ſame time 
that it was when the council of Nice was held, un- 
der Conſtantine the Great, the firſt Chriſtian empe- 
ror; for this is what regulates. Eaſter, and all the 
other moveable feſtivals : and it could Have been | © 
wiſhed, that as much pains had been taken in re. 
forming the abyſes that had crept into that church. 
both in point of doftring and marals, as there haye 
been in reforming the calendar. But, whatever bs 
others do, let us who are reformed Proteſtants by | 
profeſſion be ſo by our practice; let us ſtand faſt in 
the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and 
not be entangled again with that yoke of bondage: 
they may we expect to be happy when days, ng 
months, and years ſhall N an oy ary tine "ſelf; ys ' 
be no more. 
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'Tavs bank I endeavoured to pigs Old and „ 
New Styles in the plaineſt manner, ſuited to à very. - 
ordinary capacity, and S 8 
* n 23 . 2523, 287 2 


1 N 
j 
; +2 
1 
5 
& 
5 

I 
7 . 
8 F 
3 
4 
4 
# 
: 


2 y ; Fe 
Gy L - IM. 


Ha A * 


My ingenious and dane friend, Dr. ar. Blaie, pony 
has thrown great light on ſubjects of this kind in his 2000 
Tables of. Chronology, a work of great labour and 
merit, and to which I am 7 for ſome 10 theſe 7 
remarks. 
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LUNAR CYCLE AND | EPACT, 
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HE Tuna cycle ! is what tet, goes byt 

the name of the Golden Number ; and it may 

be ſo called with great propriety, on account of its 
excellence and uſe : as an evidence of this, it was di- 
flinguiſhed! in the 1 by golden letters. een 


Ir is the cycle of the moon for 19 years; eden 
that reyolution is finiſhed it begins again, and runs 
the ſame round, or circle. Meton, the aſtronomer, 
invented it 415 15 Chriſt. a 


4 Rue fo find the Golden Number. | 


Asp 1 to the preſent year, and divide by 19, and 
the remainder | is the Golden Number; if 0 enn 
19 Is the Golden Number. | 


Example, 17 


* 


| 19) 1975 (93 
171 7 
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3s Hes 35 0 Golden Number 
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Tus EpaRt 3 is che difference! between. che lunar 
year and the ſolar year; or between 12 mobns and . 
14 ſolar months; i. e. the time the ſun is tuppoled 
to go through the 12 ſigns. The difference is o 
monly reckoned 11 days, and hen theſe are added 
every year, they make the ſun and maon kœep equal, 


Epact ſignifies added: but, in reckoning, when you 


come to 30 you muſt begin again, for that number 
is always thrown out. If the Epact be 11 this year, 
- the next year it ap end dle Year following 3, 22 
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MuLTiety He" Golden Number Wr rr, and a5 


vide by 307 then ſubtract 11 from the femainder, 8 


and that is the Epact: but if the remainder be lefs 
than. 11, add 30 to it, and ſubtract 11 from that 


Woes Vw . 


N. B. MS n R his is, no- 
thing is to be added, becauſe the fun and moon ſet 
out together on the itt of January, and, till that 


comes round, there. can be. no N or addition for 


5 r 
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Fon farther illuſtration the following table is 
Georg ſhewing the year of God, the Golden 
Number, and Epact, for 19 years, which is a whole 
Lunar Cyele; and wlien that is completed, the Golden 
Number and Epact begin again: and thus wen ge 


mme ee l 


Wu EN the Cycle i is | finiſhed, "he Epact; goes front E 
18 to 30, or o, which otherwiſe would be 29; but - 8 
12 are added inſtead of 11, becauſe between 19 


ſolar years and 19 lunar years there are 210 n 


15— 4— 1783 

16 —15 —— 17782 

18 r 178 
l — 78. 


whereas 19 times 11 make only 209. 
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According to the Gregorian Aosbust or « New Style 


Gold. Num. Epatt Ann. N 
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SOLAR crete and DOMINICAL arr. 


1 Solar Cycle is the cycle e of the Sun for A 
| 28 years; and this is contrived to find the _ 
Dominical Letter, ſo called from diet. Dominicus, or Ir 

Lord's day, commonly called Sunday. Theſe letters 


are ſeven in number, and they are the firſt ſeven in 

the alphabet. They move in a retrögrade manner 
ſo are counted backwards. At the end of 28 years 1 
the ſame letters return in the ſame order, and they _ 
would return ſooner if it were not for Leap-year, 


which has two letters to diſtinguiſſi ji. ' 
"4 Rube 5 fd the Sum eh, 1 

ADD 9 to the preſent year, and Ulvide , ad 
the remainder is the Solar Cycle. 3 "- 5. 
N. B. H © rem, abs the Solar ar ya. Writs; +1" 
. Keri, n — 
5 . . — EC ²˙ w SENS 3 12 4 
* 7 4585 3 — 


Sl " 
—— adi. a 89 


To EPs this quite 1 Ke 1 to „ie who 4 4 
may be unacquainted with it, à Table ig ſubjoined, 4 1 
of the Solar Cycle, Dominical Letter, and year-of 
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if W. B. Tus Gclden Number und Dominical A. 
ter begin on the iſt of January, whereas che e 
Ip on the 1ſt of March every year. 


- ; 


- ” 


A Rule » fl Er mn ger ed Ae. 
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x te lt andy ae th et a F 


happens after the vernal equinox; and if the full 


moon happens on a W Ly is the Fon, ol . 8 


ling ; | ks 


r Shrove-unday 100 e nk . 


ſeven weeks, and between Eaſter. and Whitſunday: | 
the ſame. Shrove-ſanday is the firſt day of chat 
week. wherein Lent begins: it is ſo-called: from the 
old Saxon word ſbriue, which fignifies to make con - 
feſſion. Thus Shrove-tueſday (or Faſting- even) is 
that which immediately precedes 1 
when they covered themſelves with __ in n 
of n humiliation, 47 


Tus Roman Catholice hs F 8 
ration of our Saviour's faſting in the wilderneſs forty; 
days; during that time they abſtain from * en 
and live ca on fiſh and vegetables. 
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F Easrzn again is.odſerved in honour: of Chriſt's, 
reſurrection from the dead; and ſo likewiſe Whit- 


| ſunday in commemoration of the extraordinary gifts 7 
that were beſtowed upon the apoſtles and primitive 


_ Chriſtians after his aſcenſion. The former was ob- 
ſeryed near the time of the ** 8 na che 
latter at the time of Fentecoſt. 


N | Trans is alſo the Number of TL which | 

ſhows the difference of the higheſt and loweſt falling 

928 the rere als; ; this js every 35 Years, 
: | 4 
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4 Rule 6 fd the Number Dane | 


App 9 to the preſent year, and divide by 3 5, Me | 
the remainder is the Number of Direction; if o re. 


| —_—_ 3 5 is the Number of Direction. 


Thank is likewiſc the Year of Indiction, which 
happens every 15 years, eſtabliſhed by Conſtantine 
the Great in the year 312, when Mexentius the cruel 
perſecutor was killed, and peace was reſtored to the 
church. This method of reckoning came in room 
of the Olympiads, which happened at the end of 
every four years complete, when the Olympic games 
were celebrated by the ancient IE" with W | 
N * x th ee 


4 Rule to find . 


Droms the preſent year by 4, and if the 'remain.' - 
der be 1, it is one year paſt Leap-year; if 2, it is 


tuo years; if 3, it is three yan: and if "Tay 


then it is Leap-year, _ 
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HE Moon is called the fer Light and is ap- 
J pointed to rule the. nig bt, as the greater Light 
is appointed to rule the day rh is ſecondary ns lanct 
is much nearer to u us "by at than any of the . 
heavenly | luminaries, - 24 extremely DOR to © 
tlis globe which we inhabit, ſupplying the” Abele 
of the Sun by lebt borrowed | m him; for” the 
Moon is dark of herſelf, and does not ſhine wick 
any native luſtre, ſo e very different appetrans 

ces, according to her different! 2 to the Syn, ; 
the great centre of our ſyſtem. EO a = 


Tavs, when the Moon | is new, che dark ſide be- 
ing turned to, us, the. is not Viſible. A few days af- 
er change a fall: part begins to appear, and her 
3 towards the eaſt. When farther 
increaſed, ſhe puts on the ſhape of à Half Moon; 
whole enlightened fide is turhied' to the an, ad > 
chen due 18 Full Ow ad. ie #2 Ms: 1 22 8 
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SHE makes the ſame appearances when waning as 
when Waxing, only. with this difference, the horns. : 


are always towards the caſt. 

Tur Moon has no > lefs than'three motions: one IF 

her monthly motion round the Earth: another is 

the motion round her own axis; in the ſame time | 

that the other revolution is performed, fo that the 

ſiame fide of the Moon is always towards the Earth, 

er at leaſt nearly the fame: the third motion is her 
annual motion, being carried round the Sun with her 

. (viz. the Earth) once cer year... | 


F the Moon 28 u faſter, aud ſomes 
times ſlower : e.,g- In the firſt quarter ſlower, when 
going from the Sun, on account of the Sun's attract - 
ing force, which. retards. the motion; from chat ta, = 
full Moon, ſomewhat. faſter, 2s chen Vancing to- 
wards, an. oppoſition to the Sun, welch accelerates 

the motion, and has much the fame effect as when,” 
in conjunction with him; from full Moon to the laſt 
quarter ſomewhat flow, 2s going from the oppoſition ; 7 
and from the laſt quarter to new Moon F as ap- : 
Der | | 3 
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nation, awards the ſouth, and towards the north; ſo it 

29k eroſſes the equator, and divides it into two equal. parts, in, 5 

Aries and Libra, two figns which "when the Suri * enters 

days and Ot are equal. This declination is commonly _. 
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Moon interſects the ate? theſe att cle! — be 
Nodes of the Moon ; fo that the orbit of the Mooh 

is to de conſidered as being half above and Half be- ml 
low the plane of the ecliptic ; the one is wo . 
towards the north, 3 1 
the ſouth. Theſe nodes do not always keep the 
fame poſition, for they have” an angülar m 
and go backwards, contrary ti "the order” of the 
ſigns, completing à revolution in about 19 Fears. 
The Moon is only in the echptic twice "inthe 
month, that is, the time 6f the nödes; alt the reſt 
of the time the is wide of it; and *that is the time 
when eclipſes happen. If the Moon happens juſt ag — 
e Bnet Do 
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= and node meet, yet the inclination” 
Moors orbit to the ecliptic, and the depth © 
earth's ſhadow, is ſo great, that though” thi 
Moon is diſtant” 9 er 10 days, yet die Moan” 
| abe ger en 60 Wo ang" e 5006 wee 
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when the earth is deprived 'of the ths nA 
the interpoſition of the Moon, _ this f is a 
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dai to be #3 degrees uy Rs on 2 as a 
line; though Monſieur Richer, by accurate obſervations at 
the iſle of Caen in the Weſt-lndies, found it to be only 
23 degrees, 29 minutes, which makes the torrid zone - 
two miles narrower than it is generally reckoned. . Is i 1 
called Ecliptic, becauſe the eclipſes happen w + 

as it were the Sun's path: > * aan 
nenn | 
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an erbt of the Sun, it hauls he be. Saleh 7 
eelipſe of the Fart. SOL IF" . Wk ride 


| ſhade. But the, Moon's. ſhadow not- being large 
enough to coyer the whole Earth, it will only be a 
partial eclipſe. Even in a central eclipſe, ſometimes 
it is nat total, but a bright ring round it, and ſo it 


| circle, but i is ſometimes nearer and ſometimes far: | 


ſome part of the Sun' s diſk being preſently uncover; 


that part, though ever ſo little, wil Mar enlght; : 


| pher, lays down this rule to me what OY the 
| Moon changes. | 
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Suen an 4 1 will ents in * e 
when ſhe is at or near one of the nodes; for then 
the ſhadow being betwixt.the Sun and Earth, reaches 
to the Earth, and cauſes a total eclipſe to ſome of the 
inhabitants of che Earth, that are in the thickeſh | 


is called an annular. eclipſe ; and the reaſon of it is 
this, at that time the Moon's ſhadow cannot reach 
the Earth; j for the Moon does not move in a perfecß 


ther from the Earth. The greateſt darkneſs that 
happeps 1 in 1 total eclipſe. of the Sun is ſoon over; 


ed, almoſt as ſoon as the whole. was covered: 8 and a 


en the air. | 
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" Ting: are more e of the 00h a 6. the! 


Sun; the ſhadow of the Earth being larger than the © 
ſhadow of the Moon. Varenius, a noted Geogra- | | 
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— Ov Some of our moſt. accurate aſlronomers 47 dart in 
the greateſt eclipſe of the Sun, in, a natural way, total 
darkneſs, eannet remain lon 1 dot than four or hve winutes. is 
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but if ths e ee to 125 or W 1 it 


from 60, the remainder is the day of the Moon's 
changing. . And he gives the following example 
I deſixe to know what day of June 4533 the Moon 
will change. The number of months from March 
incluſive is 4, the Epact 25.3 the two added tagethet 
make 29, which taken from 30, there remains 5 
biste the Moon dine June. * 


55 74 $] 


iy er is likemiſs N 10 * finding jou age ß 
* * a 
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Abd the Epacl, the Fete _ — 77 
829 for every month from March to that month, in 


© Auding both months, and if it exceeds 30, ſübtract MY 


30 from it, and if 0 — the Moon changes 
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Nor that theſe rules a arg fo exact: as ; never to Yary. 


in the leaſt, for it is found by experience, that they 
ſometimes do vary: e. g. When, the, Moon immedi- 


ately preceding happens to change catly in the morn- 


ing, or late at night, this circumſtance may make it | 
3 day ſooner or later than this calculation ; and ſo 


likewiſe, unleſs ſome. allowance be made for Fahr, 


ary, which is much ſhorter than the reſt: but, not- 
wichſtanding ſuch a variation, theſe rules are._vgry 


uſeful in common caſes, From New. moon to 5 New. — 
moon there are 29 days, 14 hours, 45 mingtes; ſo 2 


to have this done by mathematical precifion, ſo fhany A 
rules behorgh to be id wats as. oye 8 ber- 
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plex than inftru common readers; but my deſign 
is only to give a ſuperficial view of ſome plain and 
obvious things, leaving the abſtruſe and intricate 
parts to the diſquiſition of thoſe to whom it properly 
belongs, and who make ſuch niceties their conſtant 
ſtudy. A very good judge ſays, there are fo ma- 
ny variations in the Moon, that it is'one of the hard- 
eft things in aftronomy to rectify them by any pro- 
per rules. The incomparable Sir Ifaac Newton com- 
paſſed a very difficult matter, and which had hither- 
to been deſpaired of by aftronomers, viz. he contri- 

yed a theory of the Moon for defining the time of her 
place by calculation. By his diſcoveries in this, a8 
well as in the laws of gravitation; how the bumi- 
naries are retained in their orbits, notwithſtanding 
the rapidity with which they are conſtantly .whirled 
round, and many other important things, he ſurpri- 
kd all Ie world, being a 3 prodigy 1. 


Two of our moſt eminent. poets have ackeribed' 
his fertile genius and uncommon penetration in very 
ſtrong terms: one vf them ſays, en eros ro 


© * 


, Nature, and Nature's laws, lay hid in night, 
0 God faid, bit Nowind by! and ol] was Reb: r 


"Tax other expreſſes Himſelf thus, when nals 
. che great men that Britzin has prodyced :\ 
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; * Gregory, | 5 "y eg p< 
* The i tenen Mr. Laurin wrote a book on n 
in gize an gecount of his philoſophical diſcoveries, TS, 


* in his Epitaph on Sir Ifaac Newton, 5 
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From laws ſublimely finple,, ſpeak thy LO <6 
"« In all philofoph 2 2 — pare ip 
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| Warn the Moon is full, ſhe riſes about ſun“ſet⸗ 
and ſets about ſun-rifing z ſubtra& "then the length 
of the day from 24, and the remamder is the time 
of ber ſhining. © E. g. Tf the Sum riſes at 8, and fets 
at 4, the day is 8 hgbrs long; and conſequently, - 
when the Moon is full ſhe is 16 hours on our hori- 
zon. Or, when the Sun riſes at 4, and ſets at's, - 
the day being 16 hours Tong, the 2s of coutſe 5 
eam be only g hours. ©" ai + 2 e ae 
e e eee een EI * 
Aud when the Moon 10 2 quarter, or 3 quyrters 
old, ſhe is juſt the one half of the time on our Hori- 
zon as when the-is Full- nB; and 10 in proficrtion 
to the age of the Moon. When Ney: moon, ſhe ri- 
ſes with the Sun atid ſets with the Sun. The "Moon 
revolves from meridian to metidian” itt 24 libitrs ind 
about 50 minutes, though it is commonly reckoned 
to be 24 hours 48 minutes; aud Mete odd" Huus, 
at an average, make fo much differcnee With reſpect 
to her riſing and ſetting ; for though it be more than 
an hour at one time, it is much leſs at another. 


And there is forme differttice in this pattibulat at dif- 


ferent times: this is moſt obſervable in hat is com- 
monly ealled our Harveſt- mon; and th real - 
ly happens at other times beſides this, yet it id not 
'aken notice of n,, 
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does not happen but near the time oF n „ 
Equinox. 1 have not ſeen this ſet in ſuch a rn 


| light by any, as by the. i ingenious Mr. J. Ferguſſon; | 


in ſome of his aſtronomical pieces: he lays down 


the plaineſt and eaſieſt rules for explaining theſe | 


phernomena by a common ang and therefore 1 
will WW them: in his own: n r 


* 
Ef + 


60 ecliptic, at 12 degrees from each 


(begin: 


< ning at Capricorn), which. is, equal to the Moan's | 


e mean motion from the Sun from day to day; then 
ce elevate the north-pole of the globe to the latitude 


e deſired: this done, turn the, ball of the globe . 


« round weſtward, in the frame. thereof; and; you 


3:06 „ Max® ka all RG the 5 on the 
r, 


< will ſee that different parts of the ecliptic make 


very different angles with the- horizon, as theſe 


6c parts, riſe 1 in the calt ; and therefore, that: i in 1 | 


<6 „times unequil portions, of the. T will riſe. . 
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= apr Pilees and, A Even wy the 0 | 


6 will riſejin about two. hours and an half, meaſured 


< by the motion of the index on che horary cirgle g 
but about the oppolite ſigns, Libra and Virgo, the 


& index will go over A in the BE o that . 
ken marks will riſe, . ; gained by 8 5 | 
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l . 1% it FE is SORRY when the lien i un 
« Piſces and Aries, the difference of her xiſing will 


Ae e thee two. quia” 
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8 Bor in u Vg and Libra it will be eight hours 
« jn ſeven Gays, and this happens in every: luna- 
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tion The Moon is 8 oppoſite to the Sun 
„ when ſhe is full, and the Sun is never in Virges 
cc and Libra but in our harveſt months: and conſe- 
« quently, when the Moon is about her full in har- 
« yeſt, ſhe riſes with leſs difference of time for 4 

« week than when ſhe 1 is full hs. other month of 
„ the . bb oe 


TA. Hers we canis the Moon as moving . 
* in the ecliptic; but as ſhe moves in an orbit which 
ec is inclined to the ecliptic, her riſing when about 
« full in harveſt, will ſametimes not differ above an 
« hour and forty minutes through the whale ſeven 
« days; and at other times it will differ three hours 
„ and a half in a week, according to the different 
<-poſition of the nodes of ox axbit he cl 5 
bo en years, - 


| „ 
1 Ie our winter the Moon i is in Piſces and Alles ö 
& about the time of her firſt quarter, and riſes about 
* noon ; but her riſing is not then taken notice of, 
* becauſe the Sun is above the horizon. pak el 


8 bo ſpring the Moon is in Pifees and Aries em 
« the time of her change, and then, as the gives 0 5 


* Ash, bes wing cane de re 


* 


cc In Fs 74 45 Moon 10 in Piſces and Aries | 
about the third quarter, and then, as the riſes not 
00 cl about Nerv her rifing paſſes unobſerved, 
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Aer eee Side actin | 
the Sun, and therefore the Moon is full in them 
ne, EIN 


"0 "TM. | 


2 "AM Þ 
= cc ral evenings together, which makes her rifing very 8 
C conſpicuous at that time of the year, as it is * 
| 5 beneficial to the farmers in affording: them light 

| c after the going down of the Sun, when pay are - 
Ot {HEARTH e e 


1 _ A LITTLE en and afier a now "Mane cheng 
3 is a faint light, by which the reſt of the Moon's diſk, 
$ beſides her horns, is then rendered viſible. This is 
9 owing to the rays of the Sun falling upon the Earth, 
and reflected from thence upon the Moon: but when 
the Moon Ins got out of the way of that e 


the faint light n, 


8 N 
* 


For the ſake of thoſe who may want to know what i is. 
2 by the figns alluded to, I chuſe here to give an ex- 
plication, of them. There is a great broad' circle which 
cutteth the equinoctial line obliquely, one ſide thereof ex- 
tending itſelf as far north as the other doth to the ſouth, 
of the ſaid line, This is vulgarly called the Sun's way or 
_ path, as he is ſuppoſed to go this once a-year, and the 

„ Moon once a- month. There are 12 ſigns round the globe, 
which divide it into 12 parts, and theſe are repreſented by ' 
certain characters; their names aa ane ae as * 


low: 


Aries, Taurus, Gent "6h he %; 1 via” 


Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, 


en the Sun enters Aries and Libra, then we have the 
vernal or autumnal equinox, which is in March and Sep- 
9 tember; when he enters Cancer or Capricorn, then we have. 
"the dener or or vinter — which is is in e and De. 
cCember. | 
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| Treu Bracnr', a celebrated aſtronomer of Denz/ 


wark. wan dhe firſt who found. that refraQtion. raiſes). 


the Tuminaries conſiderably when at the horizon, m 
that this diminiſhes by little and little in their g 
altitudes. E. g. The gun, before he riſes; and 
he ſets, appears to be ſeveral minutes above the 
rizon, and fo likewiſe the Moon and ſtars: this i 
owing to the atmoſphere that ſurrounds the Earth 
for the light does not come to the eye in à di 
line, but in a curve, For which reaſon, the Moon 


has been ſeen to be eclipſed, though the Sun was 


above the horizon; whereas, one of the luminaries 
at chat time being oppalive tw the other, and abe 
the horizon, the other muſt neceſſarily be below it. 
The nature of refraction may eaſily be ſhomn, by 
putting a piece of ſilver; ——— any bright dung into ac 
. veſſel, and gradually going back till it diip- 
pears x then order the veſſel-to be filled with whiets: - 
and the piece will appears. 6, De eee act 
in appearance. | : 
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Ir is likewiſe" owing to the As.” 
round the Earth that we hate twilight: this begins 


in the morning, and ends in the evening, When ie 


Sun is ern Egrees below che ee 
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EBBING AND FLOWING or THE bete, 


Which tee time with the Moo 2 chang, ge. 
0 72% FE wt 


HERE is ſomething very wonderful and ama - 
2 ing in ſuch an unruly element, whoſe waves 
advance ſo far towards the land and no farther: 
when they have reached their appointed limits, they 
retire witk the ſame precipitation with which they 
approached, een eee | 
* N 2:3 53 : N NI 


£ . 
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- Tus: tides have all along ſo ——_—_ obſerved 
the courſes of the Moon, that in all ages they have 
been conſidered as under the influence * en 


of this planet. W * 16 2 * ie 4 £1 


Aut it would n Iikewife no 
mall influence upon them; becauſe, when the Moon 
ts new, or full, that is, when in conjunction with the 
Sun, or, which is much the ſame, in direct oppoſition 
to him, the tides are raiſed conſiderably higher than at 
other times ; and ſo likewiſe after the firſt and third 
quarters, when that united force does not tone places | 
they are nn, lower. 8775 : > 
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Tur Sex ebbs and now twice in" as Würd rr 


48. minutes, being the time ſuppoſed that. the. Moon | 
takes from meridian to meridian, whereas it is fome- 


thing more, (which has already been taken notice 


of); but, omitting that little fraction, the ſea flows 85 


6 hours and 12 minutes, and <bbs 6 hours and 14 
minutes together; ; ſo that it is about 48 minutes 
later eyery day. And this muſt be underſtood of the | 
main ocean; for the tides up rivers "and creeks are 
unequal with reſpec to the flow and ebb, tough, 
when the two are joined together, oy are equal —4 
the other. Thus cke tiver Thames, At 
ſtead of 6 h. and” 6 h. it 1s 5 h. and 7 B. 71 | 
Sandwich the river Stour/is'morg u Sha: I think i it 
is 3 h. and 9* e a 
„it is 4 h. * 
4 ini — 
Ar Southampton and Nc 4 | 
4 double tide every time the ſea flows, nga 
He of Wight, which is oppoſite to them; fot When 


the firſt tide is, the flow comes in by 4 Pace Ce , : 


the Needles, en the weſt end of it, and by che tte 
it goes round the iſland," it is beginning to ebb; ſo' 

when it comes to St. Helen's, at the eaſt end of 
it, this makes a kind of fecond' tide,' though not fo 


high as the LORE, len e ſtrong wind comes 
B ea | n {os „ EU IG EDS 2 8 el 


Tian are two | Gila wh eo neap tides, 
in every Moon. The two ipring-tides are” 

n the third day after the new and after" che füll 
Mac and the neap-tides are on the third day after 
OE A NO 
- quarters old. 7362 
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„Ann the reaſon n POTTY ate hot jut 
ax. the change and full, and the nrap- üdes at the firſt. 
and third quarters is, becauſe it is fo long before tlic 
effects are fully felt on our coaſts; though at Gore, 


in Africa, they are a day ſooner: than with us; * 


Wen in; Ace, SEP _—y fs o 

"Tus: ſpringaider are lig near ar the equinoxes' 
and ſolſtices than at other times. Near the line che 
difference is very little wick reſpect td. the-tides at 
any time; but on our European coaſts it is very: 
great. At St. Malo's, in France, there are gb feet. 
between high and- low e at Cherhoutg'9, Ge. | 


On the Kentih coaſt 1 two aka which: form: 
the Goodwin-ſands, ſo fatal to:{ailors ; theſe a 
veral miles in length, and, for a direction "7 n/a 
dear! of them, there are two ligbts, che dne at 
North · foreland, in the iſle; of Thanet, the ocher at 
South - foreland, between Deal and Dover. The rea- 
ſon of theſe contrary tides has been aceounted for by 
ſome in this manner: As the tide flows from north 
to ſouth, ſo when it has come as far as. the Land's- 
end in Cornwal on the weſt, it makes the Engliſh 
Channel flow on the north fide; and meeting with 
the other. tide on the coaſt of Kent, they form large! 
banks of fand about two NM from the ſhore ; 


— 


4 « Netzen; Varia, de Hayes Ke. of the 8 Rojal 
of France, who were ſeat vut to Afriea and elſewhere: ta 
make obſervations, are very particular about it; and fo like, 
wiſe M. Richer, of the ſame academy, Who was at. Nora,: | 
Scotia, which he calls Acadie, ſays, that 12 leagues up tue 
river Pentagoliet, at a fort of the ſame name, the "Rag 
tide. was the fourth day after full Moon, 
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on che coaſt of France; - without 3 the Channel, i 4 
is high-water at \new, 5 full e 2 
Within the Chan ee gh - wat 


16 os contra- 1 
s When the 86. 


In the Baly mere js neither ebb nor * dow! ger 8 
in the Mediterranean, to appearance; it is N A 
flowing i in from the Straits of Gibealtare * £6 3 _ 


8 Des Fr 


5 1 e bs We 8 5 RS. > 3 
muſt know the time that the Moon is ſouth. "Wha -. 
ſhe is a quarter old, the is ſouth at fix in the en 
ing; when full, at midnight; when three quarters 
old, at ſix 1 in che een 5 when PFs at CO, _— 


"34+ W own *. 
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4 Rule to \ find the Moon flit at any times. — 


MuLTieLy the Moon's age by 4, and divide by 1 

5, the quotient gives the hour; and the remainder; 

_ multiplied by 12, gives ed nn of the tis — 
25 e 3 | 
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1 N e after 7 0 clock at it; : bus | 
if it be 9 days after the full Moon, it 5 


nutes after 7 0 clock i in the morning. 


wo : © 


ITnus at Dunbar *, when the 
—_ ful, ft is high- water, 
=. - * Morning. 1 h. 36 m. ' Afternoe 

3 there being about twelve hours 1 K tw boil 08 ©: 
nutes between the morning and evening flow. Next 
day, morning, 2 h. 24 m.; afternoon, 2 h. 8. 3 
and ſo on, about 48 minutes ter every Wye | 


TE time of high- -water being knowh: at any 
place when the Moon is new, or full, it is eaſy to 


know by the age and wording of 8 Gu * the 
2 575 tides. 


. 1 in Ea. Lothian, 3 to the 95 
le- of May, at the mouth of the Frith of Forth, in Scot». . 
d. It is a very clean, neat, and floyriſhing little tau. 
A conſiderable trade is carried on there, oP icolarty by 
Meſſrs, Falls, who have been it's great W for mA | 


years. - | 
5 * 
7 2 „ 


guiſhed by heat and cold, but by wet and dry. 
From July to the end of December, which is the 
dry ſeaſon, it is always eaſterly ; that is, between 
eaſt and north': and from the end of December 
the July following, which is the wet ſeaſon, be 
eaſt and ſouth ; ſo that it is a rare th 


nine in the morning | 
and continues till ſan-ſet; with, as-much- force. as to 
make a wind-mill 805 and then it abates gradually 
till morning, when it begins again. And this keeps 


the air cool, wen en, oe ene 
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M. Rick ale Saban be a aer * ben at 


the iſle of Caen in the Weſt. Indies; it fees to be 


the Torpedo of the ancients, or Cramp-fiſk.” He ſays, that 
the natives wounded it with an arrow, and brought it or; 
ſhore, It was between three and four feet, in length, like a 

large ſea-eel called Gonger, and as thick ag one's leg. "i 
ever. touched it with a finger, or even a ſtick; GET - 


benumbed in that b e e half a an 


hour; and it likewiſe oetaſioned a giddineſs, as to m 
one fall, if not prevented by lying down on the ground, 
I i aid 9 frike ohen fiſhes with N 
them. It is taken notice of in Anlon's voyage round the 
world, and, if 1 miſtake not, it is there called the 
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wid the tropics the winds Eh 5 1 variable 
as in other places; and the ſeaſons are not diſtin - 


" wt 
* 4 


| paſſech theſe points. It begins besen Bight. nd 


kth. $. £1. $088 $144 T9 $6454 43184<C > Sat 5 BEV "os IR” 1 . 


$ 
* 2 
x — 
S5 b. 
Sa 
\ x" 
Ez == 
» a 
- ws t: 
&, 3 4 
= ao 
"8 
* 
. = 
3-43 
19 
* - 
= 1 
. * => —_ y 
7 6 
* a 
\ 


© 4:8 


| in returning, one * go wee 
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. en one place to anther. 7 ® 


Sour time ago, when I was walking upon the Ka- 
auch, near Sandwich, in the county of Kent, l per- 
ceeived ſomething remarkably white among the ſea- 
weeds, juſt by the water · mark: this drew my atten- 
tion, and, examining it with great care, faw a pro- 
digious number of ſpiders, of different ſizes, though 
in appearance all of the fame fpecies, of a blackiſh 
colour, the largeſt of them no bigger than a grain 
of pepper. They were extremely bufy in ſpinning, 
not in the common way of making webs to catch 
flies, which is well known to de broad, like a fine 

net; but this was rather emitting threads like raw, 
unwrought ſilk, of three or four fect long, It was 
æ froſty morning, about the beginning of November, 
and there was a briſk eaſterly- wind; fo they conti- 
nued drawing threads from the top of one fea-weed 
to. another, till the wind made the ſtuff thus prepa- 
red looſe, at one end and to float in the air, and ſoon | 
after the other gave way and was carried aloft, and 
de icke fixed itſelf to the lower extremity, being 
rolled together, 2nd fo kept it ſomewhat ſtraight and 
plumb. Like a (Klful pilot, it knew how to balance 


this light veſſel, and to fail away by the help thereof. 


nennen manner. Then I lt 
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| as {ca-ſhore; to ſee bat 1 could learn fran theſe 
curious artiſts. All the way to Sandwich, which is 
about two miles from the place where. { made the 
firſt diſcovery, I ſaw. an amazing number of theſe 
little creatures, making the beſt of their way by the _ 
aſſiſtance of the wind. Sometimes this was rather 
troubleſome, and like, to carry them too bigh,z and _ 
it was wonderful to ſes with. what dexterity they ma- 
naged their little veſſels : ſome of them. went ſo hugh 
that I loſt fight of them, others I could reach with a 
ſtick. Thad the curigfty, to feige wit, and ſeparate 
it from it's light veſſel, which having Joſt it's guide 
and balance, it did not move ſo well as before: t 
was in ſhort like a ſhip without ballaſt and without a 
pilot, and ſoon overſet. Notwithſtanding the little 2 Me” 
ſtrengih and liale weight of chat ſmall- creature, it 
3 Aon 66k eee — ii 


- 106289 un had nd we Vale creature: Re ; 
had thus diſappointed in it's airy yoyage 3 but I Son- 
cluded, when che fright, of it's wret. "aw over, it 


would ſoon conſtruct a new veſſel, as it had not te · . 
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Nxxr e bal * "fled with nal = 
cobwebs of the fineſt. cantexture, ana ſo nner 
as if they had been let down from the ſkies.) Whe- "2 
ther they came farther than the ſea-eoaſt 1 do-not 
pretend to fy; but I once heard u fhipmaſter dle. 1 

clare, that he had ſometimes, when ut Kn; fer ume 
cobwebs of that kind among the ſails and tacklingg 


of his ſhip. | aut ffn = 
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faw were bred among the dry fand, and that they 
had this way of conveying themſelves a6 1 have de- 
ſcribed. They appeared like emigrants,” in queſt of 


new habitations ; for they deſerted the barren ſandy 
foil where they had been bred; and looked out for a 
more fertile Ny” that could ou ot the wg 
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Py RHAM, in tis + Phyſico.Theology, line ſine. 


thing of this kind being communicated” by two gen- 
tlemen to the Royal Society at the ſame time, each 
claiming the honour of the diſcovery: as I have ne- 
ver ſeen that account, I know not how far this may 
== coincide with their obſervations. But be*that as it 
will, I have given this narrative of it in as particular 


a manner as I could, and which ] learned from rC- 
d * 
N N if "eds; K 015 at en autos + 

our perhaps may think that this'ls 3 40 and 
contemptible ereature, and ſo not 1 of attentive 


thought beneath the notice and attention of * 


Az) * 41 5 * 
 « The spiders touchy how exquiſitely fine? 
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obſervation; but there is ſomething here” both in- 
ſtructive and entertaining: and it has not been 
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WI may learn wiſdom from every creature around 
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WHAT a leſſon is here given to excite our induſ- 3 
try, and to improve the proper ſeaſon which is allot. _ 
ted us for d. Vun duty Paste ider de thus 
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4 — in a Litter to the Traftees * the Manage- 
ment of that Fund. * OS, 


Am ſorry to find ſo many alterations propoſed in 
this Scheme, which once had fo flatteting a prof 
pet. Theſe ſeem to be ſad ſymptoms of its fickly 
ſtate, not to ſay of it's approaching diſſolution 
The ſum of L. zo, lodged in the hands of every 
contributor, was once thought to be good ſecurity, 
. Nay, the very beſt ſecurity, for a great part of the 
capital ſtock. That it did not run ſuch a riſque. by 
being divided among ſo many, as when in the hands 
of any ſingle perſon, or even of any banking com- 
pany. But now that muſt be returned, in order to 
de diſpoſed of to better advantage. For my own 
part, I dg not care how ſoon I get rid of it; but 
ſure I am, many in that caſe will wiſh they had never 

ſeen it. There is likewiſe a clauſe with reſpect to 

the colle&or, after having uſed ultimate diligence, 
not to be hable to any penalty. However reaſonable 
this article may be in itſelf, it comes with a very bad 1 
; grace from that quarter. No ſooner does the inge- 
nious projector come to the management, than the 
dene 7 


to) 


fetters which he eotrrives for! hid: predecefiee: muſt 
be taken off; he cries aloud for an indulgenee and 
without this, the ſcheme muſt fail in it's 3 | 
ence. 


a et 
if a layman were made collector; for I ſee it will be 


tinnen ved: 


Oux dons and metropolitans will be canning 
and. er een 
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8 n may had fink Hil this and 
not e to the fcripture ſtyle; bur I think it may be 
juſtified both out of the Old and out of the New Teſtament, 
and is every way conſiſtent with divine revelation. _ 1 


When Nebuchadnezzar was grown intolerably proud 
and havghty, Daniel tells him that he ſhould be himbled; 
to make him know that * the Heavens do rule and what 
he means by this he declares, viz. © That ——— | 
P ruleth in the kingdoms of men.“ 1 ir, „. 26. ... 

And thus too, when the prodigal v3 Re faid, wy. I 
„ have ſinned againſt Heaven /”: "WM muſt be . == 


ine God of Heaven. Jun xv. 28. 
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that any prieſt, who bears the bag in future times, 
ould ever be e 
lis ſoul for gain! 268 en ode. 


Acam, that article of laying a new tax. upon 


marriages, if their wives happen to be younger, is 
very ridiculous. It cannot be ſuppoſed, in that caſe, 


that kno eee 
22 of 9 A taxation. : 
N EF 

- How men! is this money to be raiſed? Perhaps it 
would not be fo difficult, if they could have ſo mucli 
addreſs as to prevail on opulent people to leave 1 
rich legacies; but otherwiſe I do not fee how 1 New 
be done without diſtrefling them greatly. The der- 
gy, I find, muſt marry old women for the good of 
the Scheme; for if they marry ſuch as are young, 
they muſt. pay for it, whether they be able or no. 
I wonder this plan has not been propoſed, That the 
generality of the miniſters ſhould be enjoined to live 
in a ſtate of celibacy, and that none but our doctors 
and directors ſhould have the privilege of leading a- 
bout a ſiſter ; and that they ſhould be empowered to 
lay a tax upon others to ſupport their widows and 
children ne t0 wen en and VG GY 


+ Beſides, it has been uſed by ſome of our beſt authors 4/ 
Thomſon, in his Seaſons, after deſeribing r 
huſbandman, has this pious ejaculationn?ngn: 


_ * Be gracious, Heaven ! for now laboriovs mani © 
8 75 nenen t r e ad 
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"Vine Hkely it may be coniderec bs h 


im me to beſo free with this mtended lam 


aſter the public thanks of the General Allembly Trans: 


been given to the projector, for the great care and 
pains he has taken about it- I wife as welk to the 


Scheme as any perſon whatever 3 bar E canner help 


expreſiing my fears about it, as I think it will prove! 
like a milſtone. about the neck of tlie clergy, and: 
will drown them in debt: and if any misfortune- be- 


falls it by bad management, or bad hands, (which is 
not unlikely), all they have ys n be. * a 


ſervice ag their families. 7 e 5 
E et 2 

3 ant vat aſide Douglas Bat 
How fwimmingly did matters go on chere for ſome. 


time! People ſeemed to be as much Wfatuated with» 


it as with the South - ſea ſcheme; and it is well know 
to what a dilemma the proprictors haye * 
an and, al who are — with * 


Ene ib nen Let the Scheme: be mays | 
delled entirely to the Doctor's mind; he underſtands 


more about it than we do all. They cry, Webſter: 


and the Widow's Scheme, as the people in London: 


cry out, Wilkes and Liberty; but when once that 


humour ſubſides, they may ſee things in another 
light, and e when he Leber, - == 


ed . 
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No doubt, he 1 a man of great « abilities” ; 15 is 


2 great ſchemer a great calculator, —a great ar- 


chitect,—a great preacher, —and what not? But. 
with-all Par i great qualifications, it does not follow  :' 


that he is a great financier ; I mgan, a great econo- 
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wiſt, or manager of funds: it. bdng 2 rare thing? 
for this and a great ſchemkr to meet in one N 
fon *, 
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Ir this Scheme then cannot be carried on without 
ſo many alterations, in my opinion, it will be beſt to 
ſtop in time, leſt it make the clergy of this oy 
ment ſo many Sap 99A and e | 


* 18 | 

* Something "25 been thrown aut againſt Diſſenters from 

England, as if they were intruders upon the ſcheme, Per- 

haps in a few inſtances this may be the caſe: but how many + 

have been preachers in this country for ſeveral years, and, 

having no proſpect of a ſettlement at home, have gone elſe- 

where? This was my own caſe: and when I obtained one 

at laſt, it was neither by the intereſt of Scotch clergy, or 

0 Scotch gentry, but by an old ſchool-fellow, who is now * 


oy . e in a 8 church, 
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„HERE is ſcarcely a news-paper to be Fas but 
has an advertiſement to this purpoſe : A _ 

to 0 de let, in ſuch a pariſh, and ſuch a county; 
farther particulars inquire at the houſe of the Gra 
prietor, or his ſteward, and let ſealed propoſals be 
given in: their names ſhall be n n 
N 
A Non -brtful ſcheme never anna the nod 
mind for raiſing land to an immoderate height, and 
diſtreſſing a very uſeful and worthy ſet of men. No 
ſpider could form her web with more art, or weave. 
it with more cunning, to catch unwary flies, and to 
prey upon them, than this ſubtle projector has done. 
Whoever the perſon was, he ſeems to have had his 
education among that ſociety lately diffolved at Rome 
for it's ſhrewd policy and deep deſigns, If there - 
happens to be a ſpiteful perſon” that bears u grudge | 
againſt an induſtrious man, what a fine opportunity 


is offered to gratify ſuch a ſordid and inhuman tem- 


per | This is like ſtabbing in the dark. I do not ſay - 
that rents ſhould always be the ſame ; far from it : 
theſe muſt, and ſhould vary, according to different 
times and circumſtances ; though there i mee 
8 2 to 

* 


4 TJ: M 
2 # be obſerved in this as well as in every other thing: | 
Jentdeve, wad noc in this fly, artful, and jeunes ; 
manner, unbecoming their rank and dignity ; though 
it be practiſed by — Ido not chuſe to name, leſt 
it ſhould be calted ſcandalum magnatum *. In this 
artificial fcheme of modern invention, perhaps the 
old tenant is to have the preference, if he comes 
within a mere trifle of the higheſt bidder. This is 
thought to be no ſmall favour, and'a mighty gene- 
rous thing; and what is more, it makes ſuch under- 
hand dealings fit, the cafier upon their on 2 
and to W little or uo diſturbanee. t 


. HAT anzions thoughts poſſeſs the at breaſt 
en ſeeing himfeif and family in danger of being turn 
ed out of houſe and home! Rather than: this ſhould 
happen, he with a trembling hand ſigns a new leaſe, 
doubting he has promiſed more than he can pay, 
While the price of things Keeps up, he may ſtand 
his ground; but this is not to be expected always, 
nor indeed deſired, elſe what would become of our 
numerous poor, and our honeſt tradeſmen, who can- 
not get bread for their half: ſtarved families, though 
they labour hard carly and late. Loud clamours art 
indeed raifed againſt the farmer, as if he kept up his 

. grain : and whoever does fo is highly criminal, ac- 
cording to the abfervation of the wiſe man; He 

Loe that with-heldetk corn, the people ſhall eurſe hang 
* but bleſſing ſhall be upon the head of him that 
ſelleth it. N xi. 26. e eee, I 


' ® Scandal of Nebles : there is a law in their favour,” 
and ſome have been puniſhed far” wanſgrelling it, og 
* 
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of this Kind aid vice fa 3 | 
for there is no reaſoning with poverty and hunger. . 
No allowance is made for unfruitful ſeaſons,” though 5 
it is welt known there has been a fcarcity for ſeveral. 7 
years, not only in this country, but through all Eu- 74 
No allowance for the great expence ef l. 4 
bouring the ground at this time, in compariſon “ 3 
what it was a few years ago; ſervants wages are Y 75 3 205 
doubled, and the price of labour is advanced among "i 
all the trades which he employs. No allowance for - 
the great value that is fet on lands, which is indeed _ 
| beyond all boundsy/fo that the proprietor is moſt in 6 


the wrong, who reaps the greateſt profit ;\ for much 


better would it be fer the farmer to have two or : 3 


three bolls to fell at half the price with his old rent, 
than one oy er voll ere his ah np: farm. | 
ops © 
("iowa are indeed two extremes with es 
farming, neither of which can be for the good t 
the community; but which 18 eee ＋ * 
RA een 973 en 
| 35 * Z - » 
Sour 1 e aria a even ee 
ones too; 01 may be called engroſſers, or mono- 
polizers. Such perſons are commonly looked upon 
with an evil eye, as they ſwallow up a whole coung 
try ; they are viewed in no other light than a8 
many ſharks, chat devour the ſmaller fry that happen 


to come in their way; though I have known ſome » "6 


take ſeveral farms, and, after improving them, let 1 
them out to others at à reaſonable profit. 80 far is 
this from being a detriment to the public; that it ie: 
an advantage to it, provided no unfair methed wass 

uſed to get the poſſeſſion of them; for this is in con 
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<« ſhalt not covet.” And I cannot help obſervingz 
that this power of ſub- letting is in general en 
with * nnen | 


— 


Or Rs again ak too {mall farms, not ſufficient 
to ſupport a family, let the ſeaſons be ever ſo ſine 3 
they mult carry on ſome other buſineſs, and then the 
ſmall ſpot of ground is negle&ed : or if they confine 
themſelves ſolely to it, they are involved in poverty 


and diſtreſs; their own ſervants are in a much bet - 


ter condition, and more independent. Such kind of 
farmers have only the name of * for they a are 
in reality great ſlaves. | 


No doubt, there is a good medium between theſe 


two extremes; and it were to be wiſhed that our 


nobility and gentry would be at ſome pains to 

have their eſtates laid out in commodious farms, 
according to their different quality and ſituationz 
and that they would give longer leaſes than they 


commonly do; without which all induſtry and im- 


provement are en! Were theſe things duly 


attended to, we ſhould ſoon ſee the country have a 


different aſpect; there would be more peace and 


proſperity, more truth and honeſty, more real Joy 
and felicity, among all ranks of men. 


# 


Bur, as matters now POP how hard is the fars 
mer's lot, and piteous is his caſe? If times are adverſez 
and he falls back in his rent, he is ſcolded more than 
tongue can tell; and though his ſtrength be much 


unpaired with hard and conſtant labour, he is called 


an e hd and good-for-nothing fellow. How 
ol 6 


Mien: with 4 moral precept, which Nye; * Thöd | | 


"Ca* 


calling this to the honeſt _ conkion to den 
delete rer e 


/Bax10zs, dis exon of corns is is ſeized, and his 1 | 
ſtock is put to ſale ; his cows and horſes, ſheep and 
exen, plows and harrows, carts and barrows, and all . 
his houſhold goods; even his yery bed is taken from 
him, and there is not ſo much as a pair of blankets 
he can call his own, of all the goodly number ſpun 
by his moſt virtuous wife, and no leſs virtuous daugh. 
ters. Thus deſtitute, without a penny in his purſe, 
he quits the farm where 8 a ya he has 4 by 


Sven ſcenes are often ſeen ; ; and who can b | 
them and refrain rom tears 7 | 1 


Dee Siligent hand ſhould by a vleſling 


make him rich, and this wealth be partly owing ta | = | "A 


the care and induſtry of his own hardy offspring, much. 
inured to toil ; ſuch things are never thought ofyand - 
all his ſucceſs is aſcribed to à different cauſe... 
the leaſe expires, more rent is aſked ; and which „ 
tained, the cry is ſtill, your bargain is too good, and 

more rent muſt yet be given. Juſt like the two 
daughters of the horſe-leech, that are quite inſatiable 
and never filled with blood *,: but are, and will be, 
om crying 8 ine, gi. 14 ire nl 


An! little does Squire Rackrent has whe blk 
poor tenants feel, from ſtorms, and tempeſts, and 
jaclement ſeaſons ; 3 from. too eh coin nb and "ap | 


* Prom, a xxx. 18. 


F This alludes to a late 59 about the coin, 8 
df great number of banks that _ notes, 1 


85 b 2 
Much paper-credit, the nation's curſe, and which it iu 
to be feared will prove the nation's ruin Little does: 
he know ſuch diſtreſſes, who ſpends whole nights at 
balls, and plays, and maſquerades “, to ſay the leaſt, 
ſhe ae re aeg rene, e f 


- 


I cannot but here take n notice of ſome late Fallances = | 
Scorch extravagance, unknown in the days of our fore N 
fathers. - That this cosntry for ſome time paſt has been in 

the utmoſt diſtreſs, on account of the maby failures and 
bankruptcies, is a truth that cannot be called in queſtion. 
There is a great ſtagnation in trade, our Jabowers and 
manufacturers without employ, leaving the place of their 
nativity to earn their bread in foteign parts. Now, who | 
could imagine, that, in fuch a time of public cafamity, We 
ſhould ſee inſerted in the news papers, that a famoes actreſs: 
or an outlandiſh finger, ſhall have 6 or 7co l. during the 
ſeaſon; that Samuel Foote, Eſq; is on his way to Edin- 
burgh, where he is to perform ſome furpriſing 1 feats of mi- % 
*rnictry, and far ſeven nights is to receive 2501.; and chen, 
T ſappoſe, after pocketing this ſum, he ſets out to drain as > 
much from another quarter, I ſhould not have been ſo 
much furpriſed if this had happened at London, a place 
of great opulence and difipation, where we every day hear 
of ſuch things as even the bare mention of them is enough 
to make one ſick: e. F. A great wager is Jaid, that a 
| glutton will devour more good viauals than would relieve. 
a ſcore of families in diſtreſs; and many things of the like 
kind, that are a diſgrace to human nature. But that in the 
metropolis of Scotland, formerly remas for fragality,s _ 
there ſhould be now ſo much prodigality, isMnazing beyond. © 
expreſſion. I only wiſh 1 had ſome of Mr. Foote's talents to 
expoſe this growing evil as it deſerves. Mult not the cu 
try be fleeced to ſupport ſuch boundleſs extravagance ? 
What can be expected but that it ſhould go to wreck ?' and. 
while it remains ſo thoughtleſs and ſecure, and ſo much 
devoted to pleaſure, I had almoſt ſad, it is not worth may 
| ſaving. 
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but named all men would bluſh, a 
himſelf and 8 W rt e in their 
fad, a bis eine 151 20 ene 48 
aa bas moet mag n rains 112 up Dd hve 
Bur what though S geen gu © 
ven to ſuch mad pranks and youthful frolics; it 


might be hoped, when his wild oats were ſowng hun 


haps may be the caſe}; but it is to be feared bad ha- 
bits will remain, unleſs he comes to rags and huſks, 
and feeds among the ſwine. And would he like to 
be reclaimed at this expence ? I trow not. Obſerve 
how many have run the fame enchanted round, and 
are not yet reſormed; and though gr own old before 
the time, and much worn out with Gases of thats 
own procuring, they ſeldom think on death, and 
what 46 ene or F Wer ee Dat 
ns” [13 LEE e an, 72 WEL 


| ice ar pci Se lee 
_ And thus by turns act prodigal and miſer , . hi i. bog 
_ Inſtead of , they do till grow worſe, = 
Aber theie eg cries gie andy 3 ce. 
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.... 
fault as his unfeding and his fcHfiſh ſteward!” No ſooner 


does he get th; ſole direckion, than he takes great 
ſtate upon hi nnn is his lord and 
maker. TE 1 * 4 1 128 "Ty 2 6 325 2 


Wer the eee e 
with what ſtern look and ſurly afpect does he draw the 
tents ! Seiles one ſmile en he beſtow; or if be does, 
8 it, 


©. 
o 


. 1 
is not natural but forged, his face bring ſo much | 
uſed to frowns. Long does the farmer wait at his 
levee, before he gets admittance ; and when We ig 

called, he quickly enters the great room, and pays . 

him duc-pbeiſanee. There he ſtands, cap in hand, 
without cer fitting down. His caſh he tells; and 
then it is tried to ſee it be full weight: and if it wants 
but half a grain, is inſtantly returned with this re- 
buke, You knew it was too light, why did you bring 
it here}—The notes are next examined with niceſt 
care, and none will paſs, but is and the other bug, 
the 8 are n naught. | 


2 * n purſe | he then. retires, TY Shs, | 
meat or drink, he draws his horſe; for the groom, 
though ſtanding idle, will not do that office for him, 
Haying then mounted his truſty nag, that had fared. 
no better than himſelf, home he E without hig 
dinner: his wife and children all get round him, 
anxious to know what has paſſed, and how he has 
been received. He tells the ſame fimple tale he 
has often told them, only with this addition : There 
WAS a quarter guinea a penny too light; and the 
groom is a ſaucy fellow, for when I bid him bridle 
my horſe, he ſneered, and faid; Da it yourſelf, you 
ruſtic clown, He then ſits down to good: country 
cheer, and though his fare be plain Je. 9 
and that is as good as a feaſt. 
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Fan Aiferent was the fare of him he left behind ; 


% T4 


at the appointed hour a well· dreſſed boy appears, 
and ſays, Sir, dinner i is on the table, and the gentle. 


men ate in the parlors waiting. Away he goes in 


1 —— 2 
TS. 


wy 
hafte; und; after the uſual compliments are paſt, ay $22 
all draw near to a grand feaſt, and ſplendid table | 
ſuch as, fiſh and fowl, and ham and pig, roalt:beck 
and veal, or what is in proper ſeaſon ; fine puddings, 
pies, and cuſtards, with many nice defſcred and, to 
crown' the whole, the richeſt Wines; and that all 
might have their thoice, without miſtake; round 
every bottle's neck was bung a pretty chain, with A 
ſilver plate, or white enamel, 6ri which thgraved were 
in letters bright; PORT, CLARET; LISBON, and 
MADEIRA : beſides; there was good PUNCH, made : 
of Jamaica rum, for them that liked it better. Ha: 
ving then cat and drank their fill, and toaſted all ine 
beauties far and near, and likewiſe many peers, and 
quires, not forgetting, in a good round bumper; | 
the worthy founder of the feaſt, and'the lord of [7 
manor, they riſe to take à turn or two in the Tong 
room, all adorned with pictures. By By that ti time 1185 - 
per is ready; ſo they caroufe till midnight is 57 
and then they talk of fleeping. Thus they park, 1 re⸗ 
galed and pleafed, faying 1 to each other, Goods . 
1. good night. wo Dia 10 
tus ſteward, Guck aig with "Ir mY gh 
the day, and puch more by his late feaſting, ws | 
for reſt on a bed of down; but all in Lain: tho! 
he calls for fleep, yet ſleep toes not regard kim. + 7 
toſſes and tumbles all night long, and 85 much for 
day; when that arrives, he fays his head doth ache; 
but what alartris him moſt is the pain in lis great 
toe, ſo dreads the lay gout is" coming. "Tn his ma- 
chine away be drives to town, that he may ſce his 
* who aſſures him one night's reſt will make 

| H 2 him 


bd. af 2 , +» "x 
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F 
him better: overjoyed with fuck good news, be 


praiſes his ſkill, for knowing ſo well his «content, | 
and r him a double fe. 2! 


Acconp we he takes bis nap; and al; is © 


again. Then he wonders how people can ſay. money, 


is ſcarce, for he never knew it in ſuch plenty: the 
farmers are all grown too rich, they muſt be hum⸗ 
bled and brought lower. So he fits 1 to rack 
his brains about new ways and means to rack and 
quceze the rent · roll higher. This is the ſecret charm 
that gives him all his power; and his deluded maſter 
cannot withſtand ſuch magic art and ſweet enchant- 
ment. But obſerve the end of this deluſive fancy, 
and bewitching dream; a general bankruptcy among 
the tenants comes Then *\quires, and peers, and 
the whole landed tribe, muſt ſoon be bankrupts too; 
none are exempt, neither merchant nor mechanic, 
parſon nor phyſician ; but all, of every rank, and ſex 
and age, muſt feel the ſhock, and be overwheknal 
with wot. Then nothing to be ſeen but a confuſed, 
horrid ſcene ; a ſcene more diſmal than the chaos it- 
ſelf before the world was formed; for then man was 
not made: but, in the ſcene I am now deſcribing, | 
thouſands will wiſh they never had ſeen. the light, 
and curſe the day that gave them birth. And theſe 
emigrations, now ſo common grown, forbode ſuch 
Ills to come; for even our valiant highlanders, who 
are ſo hardy bred that they could live where, others 
ſtarve, NOW quit. they x native ſoil; 
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No wonder then ſuch crowds do a mY 
Where poverty and ſuch oppreſſions reign ; Bk 
But what is ſtrange, under the beſt of kings, _ 
Who loves his people more than they deſerve: 58 
Long may he ſway the ſreptre o'er this land ! 
And, like another Moſes, fill the gap, 

To ſtay this plague that rages far and near 
And by his virtues ſave a rotten ſtate, 
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That's tumbling faſt to ruin 
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0 kr Bow manifold are thy works ! tn 
12 thou made them all. | 
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HEREVER w we turn our eyes, aboree « or b 
low us, we are preſented with an 


ab of grand and. glorious things ; ; we are ſure 3 


rounded with numberleſs objects, in every one of 5 
which there is ſo much wiſdom to be ſcen, as s 
enough to ſtrike one and all of us with wonder and 
amazement. Who can view the noble works, of 
God, and not be aſtoniſhed at them? Who-can fur. 
vey the ſurpriſing beauty and choice harmony of the 
univerſe without pleaſure and admiration? But how 
excellent and illuſtrious ſoever they be, they are but 


little regarded by the bulk of mankind, who feldom' 7 
' meditate upon them in a becoming way. aud man. 
ner; ſeldom reflect ypon them ſo as to be thereby * 
cached to praiſe and adore the great Creator. Hor 


widely different was the conduct of the Royal Plalmiſt! © - 
1 nk delight in W the rea things of 


- 2 | 4 God, 


God, and in revolving theſe in 1 mind. This wass 
his daily and-agrecable-excrciſe ; and ſo far was h 
from growing weary in it, that he was quite ver- 


joyed ; he felt more pleaſure therein, than the men 
of the world could do, when their corn and wine FY 


0 greatly — X 


tor as he 44 "ot FP faticfied ith 1 bids. and 
empty ſpeculations, for his deportment was influen. 
ced by them; theſe induced him ts neverence that 
God whoſe works he ſaw were all wiſe and harmo- 
nious; theſe animated him in the ways of integrity 
and virtue. In the former part of the pſalm we find 
him deſcribing the greatneſs and majeſty of the 8 
ted. After he had condeſcended 1 upon ſome particu») 
lars, he was ſo crouded in his thoughts and ideas, 
fo tranſported with wonder and Ene at ke 
an enraviſhing ſcene, that he feems to be at a ſtand 
how to proceed, or how to finiſh what he had be- 
gun: before he could proceed any farther, he pauſes 
a while to give vent to his mind big with wonders; 
he breaks forth in theſe lofty and ſublime worde, 
« O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wiſdom 
c haſt thou made them all.” O. d. I have been 
attempting, O my God ! to relate thy marvellous 
«'xyorks ; but I am convinced that it is too hard a 
« taſk for me or any creature to perform: the more 
J inquire into them, the more puzzled and per- 
« plexed am I to give their hiſtory. Though men 
« and angels ſhould join and uſe their utmoſt efforts 


5 10 declare thy works, they could not do * to 6 


» Pala iv. J. 
7 | & perfec-, | 


6 1 
« perfection; for who can utter the mighty acts 


« God ? who can ſhew forth all his praiſe * ?”- They 
infinitely en all amen, „ 95 


1. I SHALL take notice of the works of creation, 
which: are ſaid to be wiſe and manifold. . 


II. Taz works of Providence. 
IN. Tur work of Redemption, a | 
IV k Mak ſome E from the whole. | 


1 Ler usthink on de wonders he bas done. in 
the works of creation. 


| Hz ſtretched out the heavens like a curtain ; ; thoſe 

azure regions above, in which there is a prodigious. 
number of glittering ſtars of various ſizes and mag» 
nitudes : Who can reckon them up in order? And 
very beautiful are they to contemplate : where can 
we ſee ſuch beauty and comelineſs as in the immea- 
ſurable firmament ? What can be imagined more 
grand and glorious than thoſe luminaries that adorn - 
the roof of heaven, and ſhine in it with great re- 
ſplendency and brightneſs? They are not placed 
at random, or without deſign, but at due diſtances; 
and ſo nice and curious is the adjuſtment, that, "ha 


ſtead of incommoding, they are beneficial and ſer-. 


viceable to one another; they run with the ſame ra- 


pidity in their motions, and with the ſame regularity . 
in their courſes as ever; * . 


„ Pſalm cyi. 2. 
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| that were at firſt chalked out to them, and never de- 


viate from them in the leaſt; and they will continue 
to do ſo, as long as God ſhall think fit.“ He tel 
&« leth the number of the ſtars ; he calleth them an | 
« by their names. Great is our Lord, and of 
e power ; his underſtanding is infinite.“ 


Cons1nt x the Sun, that wonderfut and prodigious 
globe of fire; what a dazzling and inſupportable 
luſtre ſurrounds it? It was God who ſet this bright 
lamp in the heavens to enlighten the world, and 
e a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes to behold the 
e light thereof f.“ It cheriſhes and revives all na- 
ture with it's benign influences and indulgent rays: 3 
as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, His going forth is from 
the end of the heaven, and his circuits unto the 
* ends of it; and there is nothing hid from the heat 
ce thereof .“ If he had been either nearer us, or 
farther, off, we ſhould have felt the fad effects of it; 
we ſhould have been ſcorched with intenſe heat, or 
ſtarved with exceſſive cold: but by his preſent ſitua- 
tion we are kept from theſe two extreme, whicly 
would be equally ce to us. | 


Now, feeing God at the beginning - did ſo ieh; 
order the diſtance between this Earl and the Sun, 
feeing there are here ſuch manifeſt ſignals ef a al- 
ful hand, we may like wiſe conclude very juſtly, that that 

the ſame good order and due proportions are among- 

all thoſe heavenly globes that lie far away from” us, 
and are ſo many e ay aha exnnot calcglate! 
their number. 


* Plalm exlvii. 4, f. + Ecclef, xk, 47+ 
| | ConslDER 
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Coxsiozx the Moon, the leſſer Ught, which..3 187 

made to rule the ſilent watches: What a variety of 
changes does ſhe make! Does fhe not put on a neu 
form every night? When we look up into the heas 
vens, -unto the ſun, moon, and ſtars, which God 
has erdained, juſt reaſon have we to ery. out with 
the Pſalmiſt, « O Lord, how manifold are thy 
« works! in wiſdom has thou made them all.” Can 
we attribute all theſe to blind chance ? Can we view 
the radiant numberleſs heſt of heaven, theſe beauti- 
ful conſtellations and ſhining orbs that hang over our 
heads, and roll round without intermiſſtion; can we 
view theſe, I ſay, and not own them to be the works 
of an all- perfect Mind? This would be the moſt ab- 
ſurd and/ ridiculous thing in the world. The bare 
view of them is enough to teach us the contraty, 
and to inſtruct the moſt froward and WH ras man 
that ever Nb ur 3 = 1e % 


Bor wet us lane the heavens, which Jn: fully de- 
clare the glory of God, and the firmament, that 
ſhewetk forth his handy- work, and let us deſcend to 
our own globe, of which we have a nearer proſpect. 
Here we read in very legible characters the wonder - 
ful contrivance of the great Creator; here ve may 
plainly perceive the footſteps of a wiſdom truly di- 
vine, in the comely and orderly diſpoſition of all it's 
parts. He reared up this noble fabric by the word 
of his power, and by his underſtanding was it eſta- 
bliſhed : He did meaſure che waters in the hollow 
of his hand, and did weigh che mountains in 
< ſcales, and the e ; be did ſet 
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bounds to the unruly ocean *, and writ on the ſand 
bank, © Hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no farther; and 
< here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtaid 4.” Indeed, to 
ſee the billows of a boiſterous ſea advancing towards 
the land, one would think they would overflow and 
drown it; but though they toſs themſelves, yet can 
they not prevail, and though they roar, yet can they 
not paſs over thoſe limits that are aſſigned them. 
And very admirable is this diſtribution of the earth 
and waters, for by this they miniſter to 6ne another's 
uſes and conveniencies : by being ſo marvellouſly di- 
vided, all the different tribes of creatures have places 
ſuited to their make and conſtitution. And with 
what a vaſt variety and multitude is this lower world 
| ſtocked, | both great and ſmall, weak and. ſtrong, . 
ſwift and flow, wild and tame? How ſurpaſſing great | 
is the ſum of them! * The Lord is 8 34G in 
* counſel, and excellent in working . N 


Arp man is the chief of his works in #his earth, 
as he is Lord of the fame, and has the ſuperiority 
given him above the reſt; ſo that they are all ſubje& 
unto him. When other creatures were made, God 
ſaid, Let them be!“ and accordingly they were: 
but when about to create man, he is introduced as 
deliberating how to form him: Let us makd man, 
ſays he, © in our own image, after our likeneſs; 
e and let him have dominion oyer the fiſh of the ſea, 
e and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
e and over all the earth, and over every creeping 


* vg: that creepeth or the earth Ie Tai lend | 


fer. v. 23. + Job xxxyiii. 11. t 
t il n. 29. Gen. i. 26. 15 
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and you will have reaſon to admire the wiſdom of the ? 


reat Creator. How much art and ſkill are to be 
en in the formation of the human body! Every 


thing here is a wander to à conſiderate mind: all 


the parts are contrived in the moſt ſurpriſing and cu- 
rious, in the moſt perfect and exquiſitely fine man- 
ner; there is nothing fortuitous, or undeſigned; no- 
thing miſplaced,” redundant, or defedive; there is 


nothing but what is every way becoming a God o 


unerring wiſdom. © The: ſtrokes of inimitable {kill 
are very viſible in every part, the meaneſt not excep- 
ted; and as it is abundantly obvious that theſe are 
all moſt' conveniently ſituated, and neatly adjuſted, 
ſo there is a marvellous conſent and harmony, ac- 
cord and ſympathy, among all the parts: as the 
apoſtle ſays, * But. now hath God fet the mem- 
« hers every one of them in the body, as it hath. 
e pleaſed him.—The eye cannot ſay unto the hand, 
<< I have no need of thee; nor again, the head to 


the feet, I have no need of you; but God hath 1 555 


< ſo tempered the body together, - that the members 
« ſhould have the ſame care one for another: and 
whether one member ſuffer, all the members ſuſ- 
fer with it; or one member be honoured, all the 
* members rejoice with it.“ Well might the 


Pſalmiſt ſay, that he was W ann | 
made . 


1 Cor. xi. 18, Ce. t dann ear ut. 


Eo oo WMS... . 
Bur though the body, this carthly taberngele be 
& curious piece of workmanſhip, yet it is nothing to 
the noble inhabitant that reſides in it. How: dogs 
the faculty of reaſon and underſtanding exalt us a- 
bove the reſt of the creatures! As Jobs ſays, * Who 
* teacheth us more than the beaſts of the earth, and 
< maketh us wiſer than the fowls of heaven . He 
hath made us capable of the- greateſt and higheſt 
things, even of OE and Ms himſelf the 
ſupreme good. 53 15 


3 
| Aw the very union of the ſoul and body together 
is of itſelf ſufficient to demonſtrate this divine perfec- 
tion. We know not how a ſpiritual and immaterial ' 
ſubſtance can be confined to a piece of matter, or 
How it can act upon it: we can form no idea of our 
own ſouls, what they are like; and yet we cannot 
deny but there is ſomething within us that performs 
wonderful operations: we are ſenſible that we have 
large capacities; that we can think and act; that we 
can reaſon upon many things, and retain them in 
our memory, though we are quite Wc of, <a 
cannot cc for (ens 5 | 


Bur without dwelling any bac upon 126 a 15 
3 lightful and entertaining theme, ſuch an agrecable 
and inviting topic, let us proceed to conſider thoſe 
| creatures that are below us. And indeed from the 
largeſt that we view to the leaſt, they do all-loudly 
proclaim, That great and manifold are the works ef 
Almighty God, and that in wiſdom he has made 
them all. They exhibit to us an ample ſcene of the 
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great Creator's contrivance, and al if a6 | 
works WOT) n 5 


tion. WED * ' : Mo i a nie ved 


- Hers I e 1 be ſaid, than 
engage in particulars: and indeed to enter on 2 
detail of this kind would be endleſs; and none can 
unfold them as they really deſerve. If one were 
minded to condeſcend on any ſpeeies of ereatures in 
the world, he would find himſelf greatly at a loſs 
which to mention firſt, they being all ſo very ama- 
zing in their ſeveral kinds. Take the maſt filly and 
contemptible fly. you meet with, and examine it care- 
fully, and you will fee that it's make is the moſt ex- 
act and commodious that can be imagined : there is 
nothing wanting, neither is there-any thing ſuperflu- 
ous ; nothing deformed, or unartificially made; all 
the organs of ſenſe are moſt. nicely placed, and\cve- 
ry way adapted to the uſe and ſervice of this ſmall 
inſect: ſome of it's parts are fo very fine and deli- 
cate, that they are fcarcely viſible to the naked cye, 
and yet they are ſtrong enough to ſupport it's weight: 
it's filker wings, that may be bruiſed with the ſinall. 
eſt touch of one's hand, are yet fufficient to carry 
this little creature through the air whitherſoever 
it liſteth. And the ſame wiſdom is to be ſcen 
in the formation of creatures of ſuperior Hogs | 
| DER This gone enn deny 12 | 


"a if we ly the ihe} of M e we Ku | 
be convinced of this great truth contained in my text. 
We have a very lively deſcription given of ſome of 
them by Job -, which you * "ORE: your bas 
bb ui „ W 
ure. 
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fares - * Fg is not a fin, ot ſcale; in the. 


very meaneſt of them, but what abundantly . 


that God's works are wiſe and manifold. 
| Ir 8 leans the ed u e rote 


regetable kingdom, we ſhall likewiſe ſee many plain 


_ demonſtrations of infinite wiſdom. From the talleſt, 
cedar that grows, to the loweſt ſhrub, they all pro · 
claim. the art and contrivance of the great Creator. 


Let us only caſt our eyes upon the flowers that ſpring+ 
up in every field, and view them with any degree of 


attention, and we muſt needs be charmed with their 
ſurpriſing and matchleſs beauty. How delightful: 


their various colours! and how admirable the tex- | 
ture and finery of their leaves! O, they are ſweet _ 
and raviſhing ! Even Solomon, in all his glory,” 


«© was not arrayed like one of theſe * ;”? he could 
not put on ſuch beautiful and comely robes as. LN 
are adorned with, | 


| Ms an excellent book is the viſible world for 


the meditation and ſtudy of a well-diſpoſed mind 
O the wonderful wiſdom that appears in every thing 
we ſee! in every tree, flower, and herb; in every 
beaſt, bird, and fiſh; in every fly, worm, and creep- 
ing thing ; in the ſun, moon, and ftars ; eſpecially 
in the admirable conſtruction and harmony of the 
whole! How glorious does this perfection of God 
ſhine in all the frame of nature! It is aſtoniſhing to 
think how. ily d woll all , ane Mais: | 


AND yet ſome bare raiſed a great many objeftions 


againſt the works of creation, I cannot anſwer them 
ba Matth. vi. 29. ER 3 4b 


better 
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better than in the words of a late Wc e | 
when diſcourſing on God's works: Indeed, after 


cc 


cc 


all,” fays he, it is only for our want of know- ' 
ing theſe things better, that we do not admire © 
them enough; it is our own "ignorance, dulneſs, 
or prejudice, that makes us charge thoſe noble 
works of che Almighty as defects or blunders, as 

ill. contrived or ill- made: it is therefore fitter for 

ſuch finite, weak, ignorant beings as we, to be 
humble and meek, and conſcious of our own ig- 
norance, and jealous of our own judgment, when 

it thus confronteth infinite Wiſdom. Let us re- 
member how few things we know, how many we 
err about, and how many we are ignorant of; 


and thoſe many of them the moſt familiar po gr 


things, that we ſee and handle at pleaſure; yea, 
our own very bodies, and that very part of us 


whereby we underſtand at all, our foul: and 


ſhould we therefore pretend to amend his work! 
or to adviſe infinite wiſdom ! or to know the ends 
and purpoſes of his infinite will, as if we were of 
his council ! No; let us bear in mind that theſe 


objections are the PETE not of — but of 
eco oomgh a 


44 
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II. Tre works of Providence. £0 
THe dom of God is very admirable in . pre- 


fervation and government of the world, as well as 
in it's creation at firſt. There is not a creature ex- 
cluded from it's beneficial influences in this earth. 


Some indeed have maintained, that God's $ care ard 


_ 


15 Derham. 5 | * N wy 
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E747 
concern extend only to things of great moment and 
conſequence, but that ſuch as are little and ſmall are | 
below his notice and regard. Such perſons do not 
entertain right notions of God ; for i the moſt mi- 
nute things were ereated by . they muſt be the 
objects of his providence. God, it is true, has pres 
Lat his throne in the heavens ; there his glory 

oth diſplay itſelf. and ſhine with a peculiar luſtre > 
but then he likewiſe diſpoſcth « of all things through- 
out the wide-extended creation; he takes care of 
the fowls of the air, and not ſo much as a fparrow 
can fall to the ground without him +. He takes 
care of the graſs of the field, which to- day is, and 
ce to-morrow 1s caſt into the oven.” It is his glory 
to take care of the meet chings as well as che 
greateſt. 


He fans the air with freſh gales and gentle has 
from time to time, to keep it in a right temperature 
and due conſiſtence for animal life: without theſe it 
would ſoon grow fœtid and contagious z without 
theſe it would be unfit for reſpiration, and conſe. - 
quently all creatures would expire in a ſhort time. 

CoxsibEx the ebbings and flowings of the ſea, 
and there you may behold amazing wiſdom. It reſts 
neither day nor night, but moves to and fro without 
intermiſſion ; and without this motion, together with 
it's ſaltneſs, it could not be kept pure and clean, ſo 
would poiſon the world. Is it not ſurpriſing, very 
furpriſing, how ſuch a large collection of waters 
mould have beep projerved. in ſuch a ſtate througi 
* 


* Pſalm ciii. 19. + Matth. k. 29 
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E 
fo many ages; that they ſhould have been fo regular 
in their tides, and ſo falutary to the world's inhabi- 


tants ! It is impoſhble not to diſcoyer 1 in 5 manifeſt 
counſel and deſign, 


Tre eeäſom of the yer are weil very admira- 
ble, viz. Summer and Winter, Spring and Autumn. 
They ſucceed one another in a moſt exact, regular, 
and harmomious manner; and they are all of ſo great 
benefit and advantage to the creatures that ceplehiſh 
this carth, that they could not live without them. 
It is owing to theſe orderly viciſſitudes and cbürſes, 
that this world is ſo agreeable and pleaſant ; to theſe, 
I ſay, and the divine bleſſing upon them, that it is 
greatly enriched with proviſion; and every kind of 
grain. And the ſeaſons are very delightful” and en- 
tertaining, beſides their unſpeakable uſefulneſs: ſome | 
give the preference to one, and ſome to another, 
though they are much unlike. When the fun re- 
turns, after the cold and froſty winter, the earth be. 
gins to change it's complexion, and to make a fins 
appearance: inſtead of a withered and decayed face; 
it puts on one that is quite freſh arid blooming 3 in 
a word, all nature ſmiles, and every thing looks gay, 
ſplendid, and magnificent, Then he, as it. Were, 
withdraws, to viſit diſtant climes with his benign 
and kindly warmth ; he leaves us to exhauſt the 
bounties conferred upon vs, and that the earth may 
enjoy ſome repoſe, to render it more fertile and pro- 
ductive. Then the fields are ſtript 6f All teir Beau- 
ty and comelineſs; they look grifly and pale: 
coloured, as work out with years; Ind in this ſtate 
do they — till he revives them vith his Werne | 


„ | 
approach, and embelliſhes them with a new an and 
lovely verdure. | 


Mrprrarz on the ſucceſſion of day and pight : a 
very wiſe appointment this is of the great Parent of 
the univerſe; for ſuch creatures as dare not go a- 
broad in the day- time, are by this provided; he co. 
vers things with a veil, that they may gather their 
food. This is taken notice of in the context: 
© Thou makeſt darkneſs, and it is night, wherein 
te all the beaſts of the foreſt do creep forth: the 
« young lions roar after their prey, and ſeek their 
e meat from God; the ſun ariſeth, they gather 
„ themſelves together, and lay them down in their 
« dens: man goeth forth to his work and to his 
labour until the evening. O Lord, how manifold 
& are thy Wan in wiſdom haſt thou made them 
c All.“ 92 . 


AnD what a wiſe providence is it, that the world 

is not overſtocked, nor too thinly inhabited, with 
creatures of all ſorts and ſizes: the balance is always 
kept even, which abundantly demonſtrates it to be a 
work of divine Wiſdom. God's providence too is 
ſomewhat extraordinary with reſpe& to the alteration 
that is made in the ſtandard and meaſure of man's 
age; in the ante-diluvian world, and ſome ages after | 
the flood, men lived a conſiderable time in compari- 
ſon of what they did afterwards, ſeveral hundred 
years: but in proportion as the nk became inha- 

bited, the life 'of man was gradually ſhortened, and 
when the former was fully peopled, the latter was 
fixed at ſeventy or eighty years. The Royal Plalmiſt 
is laid to die in a * old 28e, and 1 we do not 


. 


* 4 


find that de exceeded that number. Aud a very won⸗ 


derful providence this is; for if men by the courſe of 


nature ſhould live conan ſome centuries, like the | 


old fathers, mankind would be too numerous, and the 
world could not-eantain them, fo, of neceſſity, they 


would maſſacre and deſtroy one another: or if they 
ſhould live a much ſhorter while than at preſent, the 


world would not be ſufficiently peopled, - But by this 
medium there is a ſurpriſing equality, and we muſt 
own there is a ſuperintending hand in it; for otherwiſe 


it is ſimply impoſſible that there could be ſuch good 


18 in this particular Hang: as . ann is. 


And I cannot help obſerving the variety of coun- 
tenances among men. Is it not amazing, that among 
ſo many thouſands that we ſee in the world, there is 


not to be found two perſons that are juſt alike? there 


will be ſomething about them to make a diſtinction. 
And this is a moſt wiſe providence for the univerſal 
benefit of mankind: take away this diſtinction, and 
all the bonds of laws, of commerce, and of friend- 
ſhip, are diſſolved: if we could not by ſingular 
marks diſtinguiſh the innocent from the guilty, a 


brother from a ſtranger, what confuſion would there 


be in the world? Without this, human ſocieties 


could not be preſerved; for all truth in judgments, 
all ſincerity in relations, and all W in trade, 


would be eee | ib 
2 


Ant notwithſtanding tho prodigious e of 


creatures in the world, there is commonly no. ſcarci- 


ty of proviſion for them; they alt. ſhare liberally of 


his rich bounty : % He is good to all, and his- ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.—The eyes of 
he 6« all 


q 


* — hd. Mt as. 
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“r all wait upon him, and he gives them their meat 
« in due ſeaſon ;—he opens his hand, and ſatiiek | 
te the defire of every living thing “. ag 


Tat rains are diſtilled in ſhowers, to ak the 
thirſty ground; theſe: plainly ſhew, that all things 
are governed by a good and wiſe Providence; a 
Providence not only intent on the neceſſities of his 
creatures, but likewiſe on their pleaſures and comforts. 
“ He viſits the earth, and waters it: he greatly en? 


ze riches it with the river of God, which is full cf 


« water: he prepares them corn, when he has ſo 
1 provided for it. Ne waters the ridges thereof * 
&« bundantly ; he fettles the furrows thereof; he 
*© makes it ſoft with ſhowers, and bleſſes the ſpring: 
* ing thereof. He crowns the year with his good: 
& neſs; and his paths drop fatnefs: they drop upon 
te the paſtures of the wilderneſs, and the little hills 
ec rejoice on every fide. The paſtures are clothed 
& with flocks; the valleys alſo are covered over with 
& corn; they ſhout for | joy, they alſo ſing 4.” 5 The 
Lord makes every 255 to I with his good: 5 
neſs. | 


War ample proviſion is made for man, and all 
other crestures in this world! No ſooner do they 
make their appearance than their nouriſhment is ſuit- 
ed accordingly. Man is more weak and helpleſt 


than the reſt; but then he is endowed with reaſon 


and underſtanding, which ſufficiently compenſate 


this; and a ſtrong argument this is, that we are 


made for ſociety: God has ſo ordered it, chat we 


'*s Pfilm cxtr. 9, Gr. + Plalin lav. 9, Ge. 
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cannot live without the mutyal e 5 one ant 
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TR brute· creatures grow ſooner ſtrong than manz 
and this too is wiſely ordered by. the great Creator; 
they not being ſo much taken care of by their damsʒ 
for though they do what in them lies, yet it falls 
thort of that care which reaſonable creatures muſt 
needs have for their offspring; unleſs it be. thoſe 
who are void of natural affection; and ſuch may 
learn a leſſon from the irrational creation how to be- 
have towards their children. If the brute creatures. 
then could not ſoon ſhift for themſelves, they W 
be hable to many inconveniencies. 


AND how well is the quantity of food a ede 5 
the eaters ! There is commonly enough; but then 
we are not annoyed or encumbered with it, by ha- 
ving it in too great abundance; à due conſumption, 
is made thereof. Here, then, we may admire he 
wiſdom, of that Fee which INE a 32% 
univerſe. . 4 alf dne 


AND what a ſtrange ſagacity have all creatures in 
finding out their food! We have all occaſion to ob- 
ſerve this every day: e. g. The bee is a moſt di- 
gent and laborious little creature; it does not waſte 
it's precious time in indolent tegen or ſpend che 
ſummer idly ; it does not loſt a moment, but makes 
the moſt of every advantage given by the great Au. 
thor of nature for providing againſt the inclement 
ſeaſons ; it lays up for futurity, and gathers it's with 
ter previſien from many thouſand' different blood | 


What a ſurpriſing inſtinet! is it in theſe creatures 18 2 
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fiy through the fields,” to find out the flowers, ad 


to extract honey from them! and, after they have 


got a ſufficient burden, they know how to ſteer their 
courſe homewards, and to enter into their own hive. 
There they make moſt nice and commodious cells 


for breeding their young, and for containing them- 
ſelves and their delicious fare: They can diſcern the 


Face of the ſky, ſo that they will not venture abroad 


in rough and tempeſtuous weather; and if they 
ſhould meet with a ſudden and an W ſtorm, 
they make no delay in repairing to their reſpeQive 
places of abode, or ſome place of ſafety hard by 
them. How are the bees inſtructed to frame their 


honey-combs in the dark, and without hands? How 


are they taught to be ſo buly, e © and nn 
nious ? 


4 


— 


a: 


PW er bids the andere go to W ant, * ; 


conſider her ways and be wiſe ; which is a creature 


much leſs than that which I have juſt now mention- - 
ed. Every ſpecies has an inſtinct peculiar to- itſelf, 


and they know perfectly well to diſtinguiſh between 


. 
* A n ham abs I had an opportunity of making * ; 


obſervations on the bees, which I never did before. Juſt 
as a ſwarm was coming off, there was a ſudden ſquall of 


wind, with ſome drops of rain, which made them ſeparate ; ' 
the one half went on again, and the other half hived on a. 
low turnip in my garden. On examining them carefully, 1 
perceived the queen; bee, which is of a different ſize and make 
from the reſt, remarkably long, with ſhort wings, and it's 
legs and belly of a golden colour, or rather a dark red. 1 
took hold of it gently, and got it into a fold of my handker- 
chief, and put it into the old hive, and the reſt ſoon follow- . 
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what is ſalutary and what is noxious to them; and 
what is food for one is poiſon to another; ſome de: 
*light in this, and ſome” in another ſort of proviſion; 

all anſwering the end and deſign of their being 
- \ EF | | , , 
How careful and induſtrious are all creatures in 
bringing up their young? There is a ſtrong natural 
affection implanted in them by Almighty God: J 
Even the birds of prey, and the moſt ravenous 
beaſts, are very tender and affeQionate to their offe- 
ſpring, and think no pains too great in bringing 
them up to maturity. Among the feathered tribe 
there is one exception taken notice of in holy writ, 
and that is the oſtrich, ſhe is ſaid to be © hardned 
„ againſt her young ones, as though they were not 
<« her's: ſhe leaveth her eggs in the earth, and 
« warmeth them in duſt, and forgetteth that the 
6 foot may cruſh them, or that the wild beaſt may a 
<« break them: and the reaſon of this is given, 
viz. * God hath deprived her of wiſdom, neither 
5 hath by imparted t to her ny. WP < 


We ſee fome of the moſt timorous and cow- 
ardly creatures grow bold and intrepid, and expo 
themſelves to the greateſt dangers, for the ſafety and 
preſervation of their young. That expreſſion of our 
Saviour to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem; whom he 
tenderly loved, ſets this in a very beautiful and ſtri- 
king light: when he is bemoaning their approach- 


ing ruin, he could find nothing fitter to deſcribe his 


warm affeQion-for them, than that which a fowl hath 
tor her brood: O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that 


9 Job xxxir. 14 15, 16, 17. e ed 
| oy E 6 k1 : 
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i 6 killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt themwhich „ 
__ - * unto thee! how often would I have gatheredathy- 


$ | „children together, even as a hen gathereth hers 
1 & * chickens under her wings, and ye would nor! 155 


OrRER e ſupply the want of courage with ö 
their great ingenuity and cunning: many little artz 
do they uſe to deceive and divert ſuch as they ima: 


gine ta be their enemies. This we main! e hd 
ſerve with great R and only 4 6254 


dn. cs. 
1 * 
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Every animal has it's own habitation, fit for ” 
reſidence and abode: The foxes have holes, and 8 
« the birds of the air have neſts *.” And very furs 
priſing is it to ſee the inſtinQs of various erentures in 
this particular; their works are ſo very fine und eu- 
rious, that they far tranſcend all the art gf man to | 
imitate. Some want to conceal their neſts from pub- 
lic view, ſo betake themſclves to the thicket, or the 
ſhady grove ; others again pride themſelyes in e- 
recting their fabrics on the top of the higheſt trees, 
and ſo ſtrong are they that they are proof Mainſt the 
ſtormy winds ; ſo artfully do they faſten a parcel of 
flicks together, that they cannot be 1 eee 


nl * 
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Sou we ſee delight to 5 their 20 near o. 
own apartments, yea, in the very windows or _ 
of our houſes, and even in the ſolemn temple; 
the Pfalmiſt ſays, „ The ſparrow hath found: 4 : 

e houſe, and the ſwallow a neſt for herſelf, where 
66 ſhe may lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord ? 

of hoſts, my God and my King f. Who hath 


7 Matth. xxiii. 37. | * Match. viii. 20. * 
7 Palm IXIiv. 3. * EI otro a 
Pr, Yes » 1 N 5 taught 


8 
taught the ſwallow, that ſwift ſagacious bird, the art 
of cementing clay to the ſmootheſt wall, and of forms . 
ing it's habitation in the moſt; beautiful, comely and 
convenient manner? who hath taught it to cover the 
inſide thereof with wool; with feathers, and the ſoft - 
eſt dowd, mam yo 9 
. 
manns ſs abt ny and not a hang — change 
their habitations at different ſeaſons, and this that 
was mentioned laſt is of that number. The ſtark 
jn the heaven knoweth her appointed times, and the 
<« turtle, and the crane, and the ſwallow i, obſerve the 
<« time of their coming *.”* This is a very wonderful 
and ſurpriſing inſtinct in theſe birds tg ſhift their 
places, Mat ſome ſhould go to cold, and ſome to hot 
countries: how natural is it for ſome of them to 
flock and aſſemble together before they leave us, and 
to go in company to diſtant regions! and others agam 
comè in their room; and thus they obſerve the ſame 
order continually. What moves them hereto, as if 
2 underſtood the celeſtial ſigns, the influences of 
the ſtarg®and. the changes of the ſeaſons? From 
win comes this learning, knowledge, or foreſight? 
It is evident that an underſtanding above man's im- 
preſt their e ar * directs their mo- 
tions. . 01 00s ko Ort TE: 7 £t -< 


As for — 5 i © expo wy, 
than others, "ns are, under. the eee, care 8 and . 
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Ry As Wa are ſometimes found 2 
likewiſe under water, the winter, ſome have thought. 
that they are ſleepers all that ſeaſon ; whether this be the caſe 
with the whole ſpecies is n 8 ; 

® Jerem. viii. 7. . 
wk L 2 concern 


2 


concern of man. Well might the Pralaniſt fag, 0 
„ Lord, how manifold are thy works ! * vw : 


* haſt thou made den alle eee 


; 


- ConsDter the ſtein of Manas al King: 


doms. Princes are oft-times plotting and contriving - 

the ruin, they are ſtudying to baffle and defeat the 
ſchemes, of one another: ſo many contrary intereſts 
to ſerve, ſo many different ends to accompliſh, that 


it is really ſurpriſing how the world is ſo habitable as 
it is, and that it is not entirely laid waſte, or in the 
utmoſt confuſion. We cannot account for it's being 


maintained in ſuch a ſtate without having recourſe 


to divine direction and management: it is that God 


who turns the ſtorm into a calm, who ſits upon the 
circles of the floods, and does according to his will 


and pleaſure; it is that God, I ſay, who ſtills the 


tumults * the N and mer them n due | 


bounds. / - | | | BEIT... 


Soy is very provident both with reſpect to men's 


preſent and future felicity. True it is, the ſfighteous 
are frequently viſited with great troubles and afflic- 


tions; they are often reduced to great poverty and 


want, while the wicked are very proſperous, and + 
have all things at their wiſh. This has been made a 
grand objection againſt Providence in all ages: on 


this rock many have ſplit and ſuffered ſhipwreck; 
Aſaph's © feet were almoſt gone, and his ſteps had 
4 well nigh lipt, when be n * aun ot the 
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—— ſee the work of, God from the begin · | 
ning to the end: if we ſaw the whole deſign of Pro- 
vidence together, we would admire the beauty and 
proportion thereof, and be convinced that it was wiſe 
and good. Happy indeed is it for us, that there is 
a wiſe pilot who ſits, at the helm, and ſteers human 
affairs; that there is an over - rxuling power in aſſign - 
ing to every one their ſeveral conditions in the world. 
The generality of mankind would be well pleaſed to 
be in flouriſhing. circumſtances,, and never to have 
any affliction in this life; without ever minding, that 
afflictions may be neceſſary for their real and ever- 
laſting concerns. David knew by his own experi- 
ence the benefit and advantage that men man. ep 
from adverſity: Before I was afflicted, ſays; he, 
« I went aſtray; but now have I kept thy word ?. 
9. d. © It is contrary to the grain of human nature 
to be affſicted; but now I am convinced that it is 
6 ſometimes expedient | and neceſſary to mankind. 
00 When I was proſperous and louriſhing in the world, 
« began to give looſe reins to my paſſios, and to 
« offend my Maker by tranſgreſſing his holy law ; 
« but now 1 make it my ſtudy day and night: ad- 
« verſity has reclaimed me from the ways of ſin and 
« fly, and made me. very, vigilant ore my. Soh - 
« duct: O happy adverſity, that has driyen me to 
„my duty, and made me more regular Ban 35 
ce portment ] . X R 3 
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good of his people. And who can ſay that his Pro- 


vidence wen them, when. he rewards Ae 
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_ poral ſufferings with eternal glory 1 * 


f 86 1 OY 
Ther Ar gu 
many tribulations he at laſt brings them to the kings | 
dom of heaven? Was Joſeph negle&ed by God, 
when, after a long impriſonment and hard uſage, he 
was raiſed next to the king in Egypt? Or rather; 
was not the Providence of God very remarkable to- 


wards him, in making theſe ſufferings ſo many ſteps 


to his advancement and honour? And is not the 


ſame Providence towards good men as bountiful and 


conſpicuous, in bringing them to an infinitely better 
and more Saucen ſtate 990 alfliction and A a 


Ir we will only Conti ths Hhered ne; ana 
read the hiſtory of the Jews; we ſhall ſee a noble il- 
luſtration of divine Providence. They were his fa- 
vourite, though ungrateful people; he brought them 
out of the land of Egypt, where they had been in a 
ſtate of wretched ſlavery and bondage; he cauſed 
them to march through the Red - ſea on dry ground, 
while he drowned their enemies that purſued them“; 
he conducted them to a barren deſert, and there ſup- 
ported them miraculouſly for many years; he fed 


them with manna from heaven; and, though they 


were always murmuring againſt him, he ſettled their 
poſterity in the land of Canaan, a land flowing with 
milk and honey ; he greatly diſtinguiſhed them above 
all others; he ſuffered no man to ale, | 
« yea, he reproved kings for their ſakes 15 e 


Ap if we take a view of the Chriſtian EY 25 
tion, we ſee in it's earlieſt ages a very remarkable 
Providence in eſtabliſhing it, notwithſtanding the 
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great oppoſition. that it met with. - The inſtrumenta a 
on whom the goſpel was, publiſhed were.a few illite 
rate and poor men: they had neither learning nor 
riches to gain proſelytes to the religion of Jeſus, 
The great ones of the earth did what lay in their 
power to cruſſi it in the bud; and when it began to 
increaſe, inſtead of diminiſhing, they were the more | 
exaſperated againſt the ' Chriſtians ;. they invented 
tortures for them of a new kind, and unheard of be. 
fore; ſome af them did they cover with the ſkins off 
wild-beaſts, and then for diverſion expoſed them to 
their blood - thirſty hounds, in order that they might 
be worried and torn in pieces; others did they ſet 


up as lamps and torches to enlighten their citie: 


they kindled fires every- where in Rome, and threw 
the Chriſtians into them, as fuel to keep them fla- 
ming. Lou have all heard of Nero's cruelties: he 
ordered the moſt famous city that was in the world 
to be burnt, and, it is ſaid, he laid the blame of it 
upon the Chriſtians; and this made many quite en- 
raged and furious againſt them; they ſpared no age, 
no ſex, and no condition, but perſecuted all without 
exception; they made every city and village to run 
with ſtreams of Chriſtian blood; they did what they 
could to fruſtrate all the predictions concerning the 
Meſſiah, and to extirpate Chriſtianity out of the world: 
ſo mercileſs and cruel were they in their perſecutions, 
ſo many thouſands did they put to death, that ſome 
of them vaunted that they had aboliſhed the Chriſtian 
name. Thus thoſe. tyrants boaſted of . | 
cruelty, and gloried in that which was their ſhame; 
thus were the followers of Jeſus as ſo many —— 
and harmleſs ſheep in the midſt of ravenous and de- 
Y youring wolves : no method was left untried to ex- 
| tinguiſh 


I» 


tinguiſh this light which came down from heaven. 
But all thoſe flagitious attempts were in vain, and. to 
no purpoſe: it ſtood the teſt, and nothing could 
ſtifle or ſmother it; nothing could eclipſe this Sun of 
Righteouſneſs; he even ſhone through the blackeſt 
clouds with great luſtre and brightneſs; the more 
they ſtudied to depreſs and bear down the goſpel, like 
the palm. tree, it roſe ſo much the faſter, and flouriſh: 
ed more abundantly. One of the fathers * of the 
Chriſtian church ſays, That the blood of the martyrs 
is the ſeed of the church; ſo that nothing could pre- 
vail againſt it. And when was the church free from 
troubles ? yet it triumphed over them all: fo that the 
name of Jeſus became great, from the riſing to the 
ſetting ſun. Even kings and-emperors, the greateſt 
potentates, became ſubje& to it, and eſpouſed this 
noble cauſe ; they caſt their crowns at the feet of the 
lowly Jeſus, and were willing to undergo any danger 
for the defence and enlargement of his kingdom. 
The church may take up that ſong of David, and 
ſay, „If it had not been the Lord who was on our 
« fide, now may Iſrael ſay; if it had not been the 
e Lord who was on our ſide, when men roſe up a. 
« gainſt us: then they had ſwallowed us up quick, 
« when their wrath was kindled againſt us: then 
« the waters had overwhelmed us, the ſtream had 
gone over our ſoul. Then the proud waters had 
“ gone over our foul. Bleſſed be the Lord who 
“ hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. Our 
« ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out of the ſnare of the 
„ fowlers ; the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped. 
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Ul. Tur work of redemption. | 
Tins is ſo far from being unworthy of the pin 


Being, that it far tranſcends his other works, and is 


the maſter-piece of the whole. We may trace the 
wiſdom of God through all this wonderful ſcheme, _ 
for here it ſhines with the brighteſt rays ; this is cal- 
led, The manifold wiſdom of God f: — * The 


* wiſdom of God in a myſtery f: The myſtery 


„ which hath been hid from ages, and from genera» 
66 tions, but now is mode manifeſt to the —_ .* 


Man, by his Wow forfeited the bi and fa 
vour of his Maker, and, in conſequence thereof 


was baniſhed from Paradiſe ; and cherubim and 1 
flaming ſword guarded that raviſhing and delightful 
place. He had ruined and undone himſelf; but he 


could not recover his innocence, that he might again 
be happy. Our firſt parents liſtened” to the ſuggeſ- 
tions of their grand adverſary, and were deluded 
with his fair and ſpecious promiſes ; they gave way 
to the temptation, being ambitious to be wiſe like 
the Moſt High, and to have the knowledge of every 
thing; and hereby they became fooliſh. . No ſooner 
was the fatal erime perpetrated, than they were co- 


vered with ſhame and confuſion of face; they ſought 
a ſhade to ſcreen their guilty heads, for they were 


afraid of their 3 his voice made e N 


* Plalm xxx. 1 Eph. i 10. | 
4 1 Cor. ii. 7. | | Col. i 1. 26. 1 
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Hnake and tremble, and to become à terror to them. | 
ſelves : they had taſted of the forbidden fruity which 


proved to them mortal poiſon ; it blaſted their inte- 


grity and virtue, and made a diſmal” change in their 

nature. The crown had fallen from their head, and 
wo was unto them, for they had ſinned. Who was 
then to put them in poſſeſſion of a kingdom which 


they had thrown away for a trifle ? Shall they be for 


ever deprived of it, and periſh for want of pardon? 


Shall they be miſerable through endleſs ages, becauſe 


they had rebelled againſt the Moſt High? Had God 
forgotten to be gracious, and were his mercies clean 
gone? Nay; he was moved with compaſſion on ac. 
count of their deplorable ſtate, the wretched paſs to 
which they had reduced themſelves; he beheld them 
with an eye of pity and compaſſion ; he” even loved 
them when deformed with the ſtains of iniquity. 
But then, though his mercy would paſs by the tranf. 


greſſion, and reinſtate them in their former felicity, | 


how is this to be done confiſtently with his juſtice, 
and his other perfections? How then ſhall theſe be 


reconciled, and fallen man faved? Was any legal 


expiation ſufficient for the purpoſe? No: it was im- 
poſſible that the moſt coſtly oblations could take a- 


way ſin -; and this was the only thing that made the 


difference. Could they expect any aid from their 
own offspring ? No: though they had been willing 
to give their firſt-born for their tranſgreſſion, "the 
fruit of their body for the fin of their ſoul f, it would 
not have ſaved them. But behold and admire the 


wiſdom of God, in contriving a ſcheme” for man's | 


redemption, and for ſecuring his own honour : a 
* Pfalm xl. 6. 1 Micah M 5. 0 
8 i 5 4 n ſcheme 
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| Tcheme that could never have entered into the mind 
of man to conceive : it is even the wonder and ad. 
miration of the heavenly: hoſts; they can never com. 
prehend it, though they are often prying into it 

Here juſtice has nothing to object againſt mercy for 
faving guilty criminals, becauſe their guilt is ſuſh- 
ciently atoned for, and à full ranſom paid for their 
deliverance ; here they meet IT and nem 
ſalute and —_ each _— Wall lod 


LzT us 3 a * 18 ; this — wa 
what were the means that were _ to accompliſh 
this grand and noble tranſaction. It is Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is ſtiled . the Wiſdom of God 1. And who fo 
fit for it as a perſon of ſuch merit and dignity? He 
is © the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the 
d expreſs image of his perſon || :”—*< In him are hid 
* all the treaſures of wiſdom 8: He was adorned 
with all thoſe qualifications requiſite for ſuch à high 
and important oſſice. Though he was rich, yet for 
5 our ſakes he became poor, that we through his po- 
verty might be rich “.“ He was a great teacher, 
and favoured mankind with many uſeful inſtructions: 
he was unwearied in improving their minds .in- all 
virtue and goodneſs : by his warm and edifying ſer- 
mons, by his heavenly and ſhining deportment, he 
ſet holineſs in a moſt amiable and engaging light; 
by theſe he ſhewed the neceſſity thereof, in the moſt 
ſtriking manner, both with reſpect to men's preſent and 
future felicity. Nothing could be more effeQtual for 
— the world than the method which he en 
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It was lying in wickedneſs ; avarice, ambition, ah& 
voluptuouſneſs, had a eee ſway over the hearts 
of men: in order then to reclaim them from their 
evil ways, he ſets before them the danger and folly 
of running headlong in ſuch courſes; he paints 
their ſins in their proper colours, and ſhows them to 
be ſo many ſpots and blemiſhes that ſtain the beauty 
of the ſoul : to encourage them in the ways of piety, 
he promiſes them a crown of glory, that ſhould-ne- 
ver fade away; and, to deter them from impiety, he 
threatens them with everlaſting ruin. 


AND that his ſublime precepts might have the 
greater weight, he joins his example to them; ſo 
that they could not fay, that he e one e thing 
and practiſed another. . 


MoxzoveR, that none might hong any ſuſpicion 
that he was influenced by riches, honours, or plea- 
ſures, he willingly choſe to be ſtript of all theſe 
things. Though many were the miracles he wrought 
for the benefit and welfare of mankind, yet when in 
the greateſt ſtraits, he declined to work any for him» 
felf. To avoid all oſtentation, and to teach men pa- 
tience, reſignation, and ſelf-denial, he lived. on the 
bounties of others: inftead of worldy wealth and 
grandeur, he made chqice of a mean ſtation in life; 
and to become a man of no reputation; yea, to be 
loaded with infamy and reproach, that he might 
bring men to heaven: inſtead of. delicate and ſump- 
tuous entertainment, and having a variety of nice 
and coſtly diſhes, he puts up with a few of the moſt. 
plain and ſimple things to ſatisfy his hunger: and fo 
far was he from receiving kind treatment, that he 


TwY 
wicked generation; he was perſecuted from city to 
city, and though be ws heir of a —_ * _ 
not where to lay his head. 


Bur his ang theſe divine truths which he 
taught with his own blood, did crown the whole. 
By this did he expiate the guilt of ſin, by offering 
himſelf a victim for it: by this that partition - wall 
is removed, which did intervene and cut off all com- 
munication between heaven and earth; ſo that there 
is now no obſtacle lying in the way: the gates of the 
celeſtial Sion are laid open to us, and we are raiſed 
to a greater degree of happineſs than that from which 
we fell : inſtead of an earthly Paradiſe we get a hea> 
venly; and if we are ſo happy as to arrive there, we 
ſhall have none to tempt or ſeduce us; we ſhall be 
free from all danger in the Jeruſalem which is above; 
thither the Prince of life is gone, to prepare a place 
for all his faithful friends and followers; and he will 
come again to receive them into thoſe glorious man 
ſions, where there nn. of Joy and EATER hr 


cvermore. 


ne theſe e it is e t, e : 
wiſdom of God is very conſpicuous in this wonder- 


ful ſcheme of man's redemption. The Greeks, indeed, 
viewed it in another light; it was to them fooliſh- - - 


neſs: they thought that a perſon ſent from heaven 
would not appear in ſuch a mean and obſcure man- 
ner, and lead a life of poverty and want; that he 
would not relate the rules of living in ſuch a plain, 
ſimple, and unaffected ſtyle, without the ornaments 


of eloquence to gain popular applauſe and eſteem: _ 
| IF 
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It was lying in wickedneſs ; avarice, ambition, ah& 
voluptuouſneſs, had a ſovereign ſway over the hearts 
of men: in order then to reclaim them from their 
evil ways, he ſets before them the danger and-folly 
of running headlong in ſuch courſes; he paints 
their ſins in their proper colours, and ſhows them ta 
be ſo many ſpots and blemiſhes that ſtain the beauty 
of the ſoul : to encourage them in the ways of piety, _ 
he promiſes them a crown of glory, -that ſhould-ne- 
ver fade away; and, to deter them from impiety, he 
an them with everlaſting ruin. 


inp that his ſublime — might 1 FRAN the 
greater weight, he joins his example to them; ſo 
that they could not fay, that he nen one e thing 
and practiſed another. 6 


Mokkovzn, that none might have any fulpicion 
that he was influenced by riches, honours, or plea- 
ſures, he willingly choſe to. be ſtript of all theſe 
things. Though many were the miracles he wrought ' 
for the benefit and welfare of mankind, yet when in 
the greateſt ſtraits, he declined to work any for him» 
felf. To avoid all oſtentation, and to teach men pa- 
tience, reſignation, and ſelf-denial, he lived on the 
bounties of others : inftead of worldy wealth and 
grandeur, he made chice of a mean ſtation in life; 
and to become a man of no reputation; yea, to be 
loaded with infamy and reproach, that he might 
bring men to heaven: inſtead of. delicate and ſump- 
tuous entertainment, and having a variety of nice 
and coſtly diſhes, he puts up with a few of the moſt. 
plain and ſimple things to ſatisfy his hunger: and fo 
far was he from receiving kind treatment, that he 

| wa. 


ws 


B tefick aps | 
wicked generation; he was perſecuted from city to 
city, mn mn ro 
n 5 


Bur his ſealing . dine tuche which he 
taught with his own blood, did crown the whole. 
By this did he expiate the guilt of ſin, by offering 
himſelf a victim for it: by this that partition-wall 
is removed, which did intervene and cut off all com- 
munication between heaven and earth; ſo that there 
is now no obſtacle lying in the way: the gates of the 
celeſtial Sion are laid open to us, and we are raiſed 
to a greater degree of happineſs than that from which 
we fell: inſtead of an earthly Paradiſe we get a hea> - 
venly; and if we are ſo happy as to arrive there, we 
ſhall have none to tempt or ſeduce us; we ſhall be 
free from all danger in the Jeruſalem which is above 
thither the Prince of life is gone, to prepare a place 
for all his faithful friends and followers; and he will 
come again to receive them into thoſe glorious man 
ſions, where there is fulneſs 4 Joy and I for 
evermore. | 


E teat il ig 0 that the 


wiſdom of God is very conſpicuous in this wonde- * 


ful ſcheme of man's redemption. The Greeks, indeed, 
viewed it in another light; it was to them fooliſn- 
neſs: they thought that a perſon ſent from heaven 
would not appear in ſuch a mean and obſcure man- 
ner, and lead a life of poverty and want; that he 
would not relate the rules of living in ſuch A plain, 

ſimple, and unaffected ſtyle, without the'ornaments 
of eloquence to gain popular TO and eſteem : 
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they imagined he would have unfoldedthe Tecters of 


nature, and the intricacies of Providence; that he 
would have given them profound lectures of philoſo- 
phy, ſolved all their doubts, and gratified their curi- 


550 ous and inquiſitive minds. But that which ſurpriſed 


them moſt, was his dying upon the croſs: that a 
meſſenger come dovn from the bleſſed regions above 
ſhould make ſuch an exit, was what they could not 
believe. But indeed ſo far were any of theſe things 
from being objections againſt divine wiſdom, that 
they are the moſt convincing demonſtrations of it. 
Here it appears bright and glorious, like the ſun in 
his meridian. What leſs than infinite wiſdom could 
by ſuch means, ſo contemptible in appearance, ac- 
compliſh ſuch grand and noble ends! So that truly 
it is hard to determine, whether the work itſelf, or 

the way it was brought about, be moſt wonderful 

. 3 , 


1 000 of the Greek hh 0 the 1 Met. 
ſiah's appearance, had laid down many excellent ma- 
xims for the conduct of human life !; and they main- 
tained, that a man might be involved in great ſtraits 
and difficulties in this world, and yet be a favourite 
of the Moſt High; and that if any were to attempt a 
reformation among men, they behoved to appear in 
this character; they muſt be poor and deſpiſed, and 
condemned to die, as unworthy to live. So that if 
thoſe who were ſo much offended at the doctrine of 
the croſs, had conſulted the writings of their learn- 
ed anceſtors, if they had read them vith honeſt 
hearts and unbiaſſed minds, they would not have 


8 


2 Plato, Sc. : | 


taken exception at the bleſſed: Jeſus on acequnt of 
theſe things; for his life and death were a comple. 


tion of what the wiſeſt of them had W with COTE: 
reſpect to the world's reformer, nt Fadia * >. 


Objedtion. Wu did not Chriſt come ſooner into 
the world? Since God had fuch a regard for man's 
happineſs, as to contrive a method for his recovery, 


could not he have ſent * a long time before he did 
n do it? 


Aufuurr. It . be very great e in W 
to cenſure and call in queſtion the proceedings of an 
all perfect and wiſe Being: no doubt he had good 
reaſons for delaying it four thouſand years. He is faid 
to have ſent his Son in “ the fulneſs of the time“, 
when things were ripe for it; and it would ſeem that 
the world was not fit for his reception before that 
particular period. He came when men were ſunk 
into the greateſt degeneracy, and ſtood much in need 
of a phyſician to heal all their diſeaſes; this-is ſufſt- 
cient to juſtify the divine conduct. If bo had made 
his appearance immediately when the promiſe was 
given, or ſoon after it, would it not have been ſaid, 
that men had not time enough to try their own ab 
lities ? And they would not have been ſo ſenſible of 
this great blefling, for they might fondly imagine 
that they could have done well enough without him. 
It is alſo taken notice of by ſome Who have writ in 
defence of Chriſtianity,-< That he came at the fit- 
« teſt juncture of univerſal peace in the world, (the 
6 Roman empire alſo then having ten 


. Gain 4 


1 


& of dominion over the earth, for the convenience _ 


of propagating his religion far and near; and then 
4 were arts and ſciences, and human reaſon, at their 
* higheſt improvement; the greateſt curioſity for 
« truth ſpreading itſelf every where, for the better 
« proving and examining into this new religion); 
and at the greateſt need to deſtroy the works of 
„ the devil, who had uſurped and reigned as "God. 
over the idolaters of this world“. 


From this tranſient view that has been given of 
the works of creation, providence, and redemption, 
it is obvious, that they are not only manifold, but all 


done in infinite wiſdom. But that I may not be too 


tedious and prolix, 1 proceed to the other ung pro- 
e vix. | 


IV. Max E ſome inferences from the whole. 


1. SINCE the works of God are wiſe and mani» 
fold, let us inquire into them with great application 
of mind, and view well their beauty and proportion 
Let us ſtand ſtill, and conſider the wondrous 
« works of God 4.” By theſe ſtreams we may be 
led up to the fountain from whence they flow ; by 
theſe we may be excited to admire and pe the 


King of Kings and Lord of Lords. What is it that 
makes us ſo unmindful of him, ſo forgetful of the 


greateſt and beſt of Beings? Is it not much owing 
to our being ſo inconſiderate and inattentive to theſe 
things? To our not regarding the work of the Lord, 


and not conſidering the operation of his hands ? 


* See the Cure of Deiſm. * N - 
- ©} Job: xxxvil. 14. 1 Viah v. 127 7 TER 1 
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It is a very great fault and omiſſion not to contems 
plate and think ſeriouſly on them. To give them a 


hs only by the by, and to look upon them in a 


careleſs and an indifferent manner, is acting a very 
mean and unworthy part; a part far below the digs 

nity of human nature. We are apt enough to 1d. 
mire any rare or curious machine, that is made by the 
art and contrivance of man, and we do not deny the 
author thereof his due praiſe and commendation; ; 
we are even ready to exceed in paſſing encomiums 
this way, and to extol beyond merit: but the works 
of God, that are truly great and excellent, that in- 
finitely ſurpaſs all human wit and invention; theſe, k 
ſay, are little regarded by us. We do not obſerve 
them ſo as to celebrate the praiſes of this matchleſs, 


this divine Artiſt. O the blindiiefs and infatuation 


of frail mortals! O unthinking and unwiſe people 


that we are, thus to behave ; thus to admire the he 3s 
vial works of feeble man, more than the glorious © 


works of Almighty God! Let us then anſwer the 
end and deſign of our being, by inquiring into theſe. 


wonders which God has done, and bleſs his name” 
for them. We were not ſent here to no manner ok 


purpoſe ; we were not endowed with ſuch powers 
and facaltles ip ie d and inactive. God had 
nobler deſigns in view, and we Would do well to 
comply with them. 


Ix a particular manner, let us adote him with 
gratitude and thankfulneſs for placing us in ſuch 4 
rich and well-furniſhed world, and for making us 
the chief of hls works in this ut. We find" the, 
Pſalmiſt was much firuck with this conſideration ; 


he was quite tranſported with wonder when he be- * 
| N 0 \f; WE oy held 
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l 98 1 
held the ſtarry frame, that was ſo beautified and as 
dorned, and — the ſtation and rank that 
man bore in the univerſe: When I conſider thy | 
& heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and 

« the ſtars which thou haſt ordained ; what is 
« man, that thou art mindful of him ? ? and the 
“ ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt him? For thou haſt 
« made him a little lower than the angels, and haſt 
& crowned him with glory and honour. Thou 
% madeſt him to have dominion over the works of 
&« thy hands; thou haſt put all things under his feet: 
« All ſheep and oxen, yea, and the beaſts of the 
“ field, the fowl of the air, and the fiſh of the ſea, 
& and whatſoever paſſeth through the paths of the 
* ſeas. O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy 
« name in all the earth?! Let us then praiſe the 
Lord for his goodneſs, and his wonderful works. to 
the children of men. 


2. Since the wiſdom of God is to be ſeen in the 
preſervation and government of the world, as well 
as in it's creation, let us rely upon his bountiful 
Providence, and never fret or repine under any diſ- 
penſations, however contrary they may prove to our 
mind and will. Be our condition high or low, it is 
determined by our kind and indulgent parent; it is 
the allotment of a wiſe ſteward, who knows how to 
give every one his portion in due feaſon. Let us ba- 
fniſh from our breaſts all anxious and perplexing 
thoughts about futurity, and all murmurings and dif- 
quiets for the preſent, and behave like thoſe who 
verily believe there is a God who created, and who - 

* Plahn viii. 3, Ge. 5 

continually 


TW 1 


and uneaſy, to be much dejected and caſt down, 
becauſe we cannot get all our immenſe deſires Eur 
fied, is a moſt unreaſonable and childiſh thing; f. 


tnis can anſwer no end under the ſun, unleſs 1 it be 4 


vex and torment ourſelves in vain,” 


Away, "Ry with all complaints againſt. divine 
Providence; away with over-much anxiety and ſo- 
licitude about temporal things, for theſe greatly miſ- 


become us, 2s We are men, and as we are Chriſtians, 
By ducing theſe, we do not act like thoſe who are 
really perſuaded there is a God of conſummate wiſ- 


dom who gonducts human affairs. Let us remember 
that we are at all times under his paternal care. and 
protection, and that the very hairs of our head are 
all numbered by him * ; let us then calt all our care 
upon him, who FRE, Be us f. 


3- Since God, in his infinite wiſdom, has contri- 


ved a ſcheme for man's redemption, it is truly wor- 


thy of all acceptation. And yet how many are pre- 
judiced againſt it? And what increaſes the wonder 
is, their taking exception at this ſcheme as unworthy 
of a wiſe God to contrive or countenance : whereas, 


in truth, there is nothing can give men ſuch refined, 


ſuch ſublime and exalted ideas of the divine perfec- 
tions, as this great myſtery of godlineſs t, God ma- 
nifeſted in the fleſh ! Here they all center and meet, 
and are in prateQ harmony. 


* 


* Matth. X. 30. f 12 11 Pet. * . . | | 
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continually over-rules the uni iwerſe, To be reſtleſs 


N 2 £ Tuouch 


. 7 * = 
af 258 — 
— — — — 
ROSE e 
7 * * 


i 100 J f 
en this ſhould be the ſcorn of Jew and | 
Greek, yet, to them that believe, Chriſt is the 
power of God and the wiſdam of God *. When 
the bleſſed angels underſtood that a Saviour was 
born for fallen man, they ſung this anthem; 
« Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, 
* good will towards men x:“ ſhould not we, then, 
reſound the praiſes of our Creator and Redeemer in 
the moſt exalted ſtraind | 


« O Tax depth of the riches both of the wiſdom 
* and knowledge of God! how unſearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out! 
« For who hath known the mind of the Lord, or 
„ who hath been his counſellor ! Or who hath firſt 
« given to him, and it ſhall be recompenſed to him 
« again? For of him, and through him, and ta 

* him are all things: to whom be glory for ever, 
5 Amen 7.” 1 


1 
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2:86 en THE. 
IMPROVEMENT or TIME. 


EPHESIANS v. 16. 


Redeeming the Time. 


HIS is a noble advice which the apoſtle gives 
the Epheſians, and it is very applicable to all 
who profeſs the Chriſtian religion ; if therefore we 
have any regard to our own intereſt, we will give it 
a cheerful and cordial n "4 
Ix this epiſtle he warmly recommends ſeveral ſub. 
lime and important precepts, and enforces them by 
ſuitable arguments. He puts them in mind of the 
ſtate in which they were before their converſion; how 
they indulged themſelves in many practices which 
ought not ſo much as to be named among Chriſti. 
ans; but that now they were under ſtronger obliga- 
tions than ever to promote piety and. virtue: that, 
inſtead of running with a multitude to do evil, and 
of conforming to the maxims of a degenerate world, 
they ought rather to reprove them, and to be exam- 
plary in the whole of their deportment : to walk as 
children of light and of the day, and to © have no 
c fellowſhipwith the ER works of darkneſs oy 
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And, in the preceding verſe, he adviſes them to look 


| ſharp about them, ſo long as they continued in this 
world, for they were in an enemy's country, where 


many were lying in wait to take the advantage of 
them in their unguarded moments: common pru- 


dence required this much, and they would play the 
fool if they behaved otherwiſe : © See then that ye 


% walk circumſpectly, not as fools but as wiſe.” 
J. d. See that you do not expoſe yourſelves to 


e dangers that might eaſily be prevented; ſee that 


% ye do not forget that ye are enliſted under the 
* banner of the Prince of life; acquit yourſelves 
« like men who have been ſo highly favoured. Be 
“ ye wile as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves “: im- 
“ prove your time well, and lay up in ſtore a good 


* foundation againſt the time to come, ſo that ye 


% may lay hold on eternal life f.“ Time is a moſt 
precious treaſure, and it greatly concerns one and 
all of us to improve it to the beſt advantage: gvery 
one muſt give an account of the talent committed to 
his care, and certainly we muſt anfwer for the time 


which has been given us: and yet, alas! how many 


make a bad uſe of this talent, and ſquander it away 
fooliſhly | © Redeeming the time, becauſe the days 
« are evil.“ This clauſe may be ſpoke in reference 
to the vices and errors that did then prevail, or to 
the violent perſecutions that were raiſed againſt the 
Chriſtians. Days of afflition are called evil days ; 
when times then look black and gloomy, when they 

are ſinful or calamitous, it is the Chriſtian' $ "AL to 
ere his time wiſcly and well, 
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redetming the time. 


IT. Desen the characters of thoſe : who negle | 


this duty. cf 
m. Orræx ſome motives and arguments to. en- 
force it, &c. 
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I. I am to explain the duty here recommended, ad 


By .redeeming the time we are not to under- 
ſtand, that we can recal time when it is paſt : all 
the art and contrivance, all the power and wit 
of men, cannot do this; neither can riches re- 
cover ſo much as one moment after it is elapſed. 
Men indeed may eagerly deſire to have their paſt 
years called back, but all in vain 5 though they 


ſhould cry till their hearts break, or their ſtrength 


fail them, they would not be heard. Many thou- 


ſands have tried this, and known the truth of it, 


from their own fad experience; they have cried in 
this manner when it was too late, O that we Had 


the time again in our power that we made ſo light 
of | O that we were maſters. of thoſe days, and 


months, and years, of which we were ſo prodigal, 


that we might be more ſparing and fragal of them 
Many, I fay, have had ſuch wiſhes as theſe, without 
being gratified. Time is not like Noah's dove, 
which he ſent out from the ark, and returned to 
him twice “; but it is rather like the raven which _ 


5 Gen. viii. F. 
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he ſent forth; when once it was ſet” at liverty, it re. 
turned no more to it's confinement.. When time is 
let out of our hands it will fly * and we Gall | 


never ſec it any more. 


"Nerrmun, Fs i DIA that we can ſtop the 
current of time, We read, indeed, of Joſhua com- 
manding the ſun and moon to ſtand ſtill, and theſe. 
luminafies obeyed him“; i. e. they did not ſet for a 
whole day, in order that he might gain a complete 
victory over his enemies, according to the divine ap- 
pointment. And fo, likewiſe, in the days of Heze- 
kiah, when he was ſick unto death, the prophet bids 
him ſer his houſe in order, for he ſhould die and not 
live ; he prayed fervently unto the Lord, and obtain- 
ed a reſpite for fifteen years; and, as a ſign that his 
life ſhould be prolonged, the fun went backwards 
ten degrees, as appeared by the ſhadow on the dial 
of Ahaz+. However, ſuch things were contrary 
to the common courſe of nature, and were miracu- 
lous interpoſitions of divine Providence. And yet 
thoſe great men, who have been ſo highly favoured 
of heaven, have long ſince been carried down the. 


ſtream of time. In ſhort, it is ſo ſtrong and rapid, 


that nothing can ſtand before it : kings and princes 
cannot oppoſe it, with all their power and might, 
more than men of low degree: it firips them of 
their crowns, and puts them on a level with their 
meaneſt ſubjects: it hurries them from their ſplendid 
palaces to the gloomy chambers of death, and thus lays 
their honour in the duſt. And the moſt powerful 
kingdoms are not without it's juriſdi tion more than 


* Joſhua x. 12. + Iſaiah XXXViik 1. 
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mortal men. Call to mind the moſt» flouriſtun 5 


fates that you have read of, either in ſacred or com. 0 
mon hiſtory, and you will find what Heſolations have 7 
been brought upon them by this devourer of things. 1 
And the heavens themſelves are ſaid to wax old like | 


a garment * ;. time, it ſeems, will make a change on 
them, though they have ſtood for ſo many ages. It 
is like a moth, that waſtes all material things in- 
ſenſibly. G e Seto Þ 1592 


Tiux may be ſaid to be redeemed, when we dili- 
gently improve it, and do much work in à "little 
time. In order hereto, it implies that we ſhould 
conſider for what end it was given us, and value it 
accordingly. It is indeed a pearl of great price to 
one who is a good merchant, and knows how to dif- 
poſe of it to the beſt advantage; it will fully anſwer 
all his labour and expence ; he: will never ſee cauſt 
to repent of his pains z. it will even reſtore him” a a 
hundued feld. of oo. ie 


Tut time of this frail and brittle life is all that we 
have to prepare for eternity, and according to the 
good or bad uſe we make of it, ſo will it fare with 
us at laſtF?œ̃̃·· . 5 


ABSTRACTING from the conſiderstion of another 
ſtate, it would not be ſo valuable. What would it 
ſignify to live a ſhort time here, and then to have 
no exiſtence beyond the grave? Such a conſidera- 
tion can yield no pleaſure to a good and virtuous 
mind. True it is, the wicked might ſblace them. 
ſelves with ſuch a thought, as they would not riſe to 


| 
air er 
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| their everlaſting ſhame and contempt “. They might 9 75 
rejoice In their e and let their hearts cheer them 

in the days of their youth, and with-hold no plea- 

ſure from their eyes ; they might, I ſay, give looſe 

reins to their paſſions, if they imagined that God 
would not bring them to judgment. But the righ- 

teous rejoice in the hopes of a bleſſed immortality, 
when their life ſhall no more be meaſured by time 


but by eternity ; time will then be no more, it will 
be quite ſwallowed up in this unfathomable depth. 


Ir is evident that redeeming the time now imports, 
that we ſhould cheerfully embrace and carefully im- 
prove every opportunity that offers for doing good. 
Time, then, is to be redeemed by care and diligence; 
this is the price that we are to pay for it. Whatſo- 
ever our hand findeth to do, we ſhould do it with all 
our might: we muſt obſerve theſe directions given 
by the apoſtle, 0 And that, knowing the time, that 
„ now it is high time to awake out of ſleep: for 
„ now is our ſalvation nearer than when we belie- 

« ved. The night is far ſpent, the day is at hand: 
<& Jet us therefore caſt off the works of darkneſs, 
<« and let us put on the armour of light. Let us 
« walk honeſtly as in the day: not in rioting and 
„ drunkenneſs, not in chambering and wantonnels, 
not in ſtrife and envying: but put on the Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, and make not proviſion for the fleſh, 
< to fulfil the luſts thereof tl 33 


Ix order that we may redcem time, we muſt be 
ſenſible of the loſs we have already ſuſtained ; for 


bs 5 — Daniel - Kit. 2 5 5 Eccleſ. xi. 9. ; 
t Ecclef. ix. o. {| Rom. iii, 1, Gee 
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unleſs we are thoroughly convinced that we ki 
idled part of it away, we will never ſtudy to retrieve 
it by induſtry and application; ſo far from this, we 
will ſleep in the moſt profound ſecurity, and here 
will we ly till we are alarmed, perhaps, by the king 
of terrors: to ſuch a deplorable ſituation have many 
been reduced. And who can fay that he has impro- 
ved his time as he ought ? that he has not been too 
laviſh of this precious treaſure ? The very beſt of 
men have reaſon to blame themſelves in this particu- * 
lar ; and will readily own, that if they were to live 
their paſt. time over again, they would . huſband 
it better. The very word redeeming, implies that 
we have loſt ſome of our time, or miſimproved it; 
ſo that we ſhould make the moſt of what remains. 
If we have trifled it away hitherto, we ſhould not do 
ſo for the future. The time paſt may ſuffice to have 
done fooliſhly * ; we ſhould not ſpend: any more our 
money for that which is not bread, nor our labour 
for that which ſatisfieth not +; we_. ſhould d 
every duty incumbent upon us in it's proper ſea- 
ſon, which, as Solomon obſerves, is beautiful and 
comely . The fowls of heaven know their appoint- 
ed times ||; and ſhould not we be as ready to ob- 
ſerve; every opportunity with which we are favoured, 
from time to time, to anſwer the end and deſign of 
our being ? Shall the very birds of the air be more 
regular in their ſeaſons than we who are endowed 
with reaſon and underſtanding? This was indeed the 
character of the Jews of old, and it may be applied 
to many in this generation with too great propriety. 
1 + Ifaiah lv. 2 
2 Eceleſ. iii. Jer. viii. 7. 2 
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We are often cumbered*about many things, while 
the one thing needful is neglected and poſtponed ; 
we mind things of an indifferent nature with too 
much anxiety, while things of the laſt ' conſequence 
are forgotten. We do not find that Martha was do- 
ing any thing in itſelf ſinful when Mary get the pre- 
ference : ſhe 'was over- buſy and ſolicitous in prepa- 
ring an entertainment for our Saviour and his diſci- 
ples; but then it was ill-timed, for ſhe. ſhould have 
been attending to his doQtrne “: ſhe was depriving 
herſelf of much nobler entertainment than that which 
ſhe was providing: ſhe was loſing a precious ſeaſon 
for improving her mind in ſpiritual and divine know- 
ledge, while ſhe was taken up about meats and 
drinks, and things relating to the body; and ſhe not 
only loſt that golden opportunity which her ſiſter im- 
proved, but ſhe loſt her temper too amidſt the crowd 
and m_— of domeſtic cares. 


Ir then we would obey this precept here recom- 
mended, we muſt do every thing in it's proper time; 
for there is a time to every purpoſe under the hea- 
vens. This is beautifully illuſtrated by our Saviour: 
Can the children of the bride- chamber -mourn 
« while the bridegroom is with them+?” On a 
nuptial ſolemnity, mourning would be thought very 
unſeaſonable; it rather becomes the funeral of a 
friend: this might be applied to any duty when not 
done in the proper time. 


AND ſuch as have learned this noble art of re- 
deeming time, and of numbering their days ſo as 


* Lake x. 4% ＋ Matth. ix. 15. 8 
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5 \* wo | 
to apply their hearts unte Alem 1. have been 4 
due pains to examine themſelves, and to review their 
ſtate: when they are in their retirements, they ſearch 
and try their ways, whether or not they have been 
agreeable to the precepts of Chriſtianity, and where- 
in they have erred, they take cate not to do the like 
again : they watch againſt ſuch ſteps in their future 
deportment: they even make their faults and im- 
perfettions ſerviceable to them in their Chriſtian 
courſe : theſe make them more cautious and circum- 
ſpect ; theſe ſhow them how to ſteer when near theſe 
rocks, on which they were like to have ſuffered ſhip- 
wreck. - And whoever have accuſtomed themſelves 
to ſelf-examination, to meditate frequently on their 
paſt conduct, have known by experience that ſuch a 
practiee is attended with great pleaſure and advan- 
tage. At firſt, indeed, it may give them pain and 
uneaſineſs, but every day it becomes more agreeable 
and pleaſant: as they advance in years, they advance 
in goodneſs, and run with pleaſure in the ways of 
God's commandments : they carry about with 
them a due ſenſe of their frailty in this fleeting and 
tranſitory ſtate 5 and, that this impreſſion may not 
wear off, they adopt the words of the Plalmiſt, 
Lord, make me to know mine end, and the mea- 


<« ſure of my days what it is: that I may know how 
* frail Lam So 11 


"+ Pſalm xc. 12. * Plalm exix. 32. i 
+ Pfalm xxxix. 4. + 58 | 
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WH. DzscRiBzE the PUP FUR of. thoſs who neglect 
this oO: a 


1. Thosz who ſpend their time in ;dlerieſs; who 
cannot think of applying themſelves td their proper 


work: they ſee it running with great rapidity, and 
pet they will not be prevailed upon to improve it: 


they poſtpone from day ts diy, and pleaſe them- 
ſelves with the thoughts of doing it at ſome future 
period; this is their way, and their folly *. To- 
morrow is always the fluggard's day for diſcharging 
his duty; fo to-day is ſpent in idleneſs. He does 


not ſeriouſly reflect, that the preſent time was once 


future; and what is now future, will ere long be 
preſent: and thus he deceives himſelf. The ſoul of 
the ſluggard deſireth, and hath nothing; he“ hideth 


his hand in his boſom, it grieveth him to bring it 


& again to his mouth :“ by this he is quite ſtupi- 
fied, and unfit to do any thing that is noble and 
praiſe-worthy. Unleſs men ſhake off that indolence 
they can never redeem time; ſo long as they are 
ſlothful in buſineſs, and not fervent in ſpirit f, they 
cannot ſerve the Lord. It is ſtrange to think how 
indolent many are, both with reſpect to this life and 
that which is to come ; they are like thoſe who are 
ſaid to ſtand all the toy idle || : time hangs heavy up- 
on their hand, as if they knew not how to diſpoſe of 
it. The apoſtle reproves ſome of the tender ſex for 


contracting ſuch a habit of indolence ; for learning 


to be idle, and wandering about from bout to houſe, 


* Pſalm xlix. 13. + Prov. xxvi. 15. 
t Rom. xii. 11. I Matth. xx. 6. 
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az if they had nothing to do at home 205 were 
not like the virtuous woman deſeribed by Solomon, 
who is ſaid to ſeek wool and flax, and to work wil 
lingly with her hands: “ She looketh well to the 


ways of her houſhold, and cateth not the bread 
„ of idleneſs *.” 2 


2. Tos who are too much hurried with ſecular: 
affairs. This is the other extreme, and we ought 
carefully to guard againſt both, as they are very 
pernicious to our real welfare. There are many fo 
buſy in purſuing their temporal intereſts, that their 
eternal concerns are quite buried in' oblivion and 
forgetfulneſs : earthly things are their firſt and their 
laſt thoughts: they are ſo eager and bent in purſu- 
ing this world, that they ſeldom mind the world to 
come: they are ſtriving with all their might to raiſe 
their fortunes, and to make a figure in the eyes of 
others, and this they do often at too great an ex- 
pence; they not only forfeit their time but their 
everlaſting happineſs, for vain and empty. enjoy- 
ments: the world engroſſes all their time, and the 
great cry is, What ſhall we eat? what ſhall we 
drink ? and wherewithal ſhall we be clothed + ? 
And, when engaged in any religious duties, their 
« heart goeth after their covetouſneſs f;“ they fay, 


When will the ſabbath be gone,—that we ws tas ſet. 
a Long wheat ||?” Cc. 


3. Trans who give way to exceſhve fleep. No 
certain rule can be laid down with reſpe& to tho. 


| F 1 Tim. v. 13. * Prov. xxxi. 13. 
+ Matth. vi. 25. + Ezek. xxxiu, 3 f. 
Amos viii. 5. 2 He 
OTE ; time 
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1 chat ſhould be allotted. for this purpoſe, no 
more than there can be with reſpect to the quantity 
of proviſions that every one ſhopld take; for there 
are different conſtitutions, and what may be proper 

for ſome, may not be ſo with reſpe& to others. 
Sleep is a wiſe appointment of the great Parent of 
the univerſe, for repairing decayed ſtrength, and as 


: neceſſary as our daily bread; we could not live with- 


out it: but what is more than is needful to our 
health and buſineſs is a criminal indulgence. And 
yet how many ſpend almoſt one half of their time 
in this indolent repoſe? How applicable are theſe 
words to each of them, What -meaneſt thou, O 
“ ſleeper ! ariſe, call upon thy God “.“ Such as do 
not rife early, loſe much time, inſtead of redceming | 
it. A few. hours thus conſumed every morning more 
than is neceſſary, amount to a great deal in a courſe 
of years. This lazy habit ſteals away much of our 
time, and makes life much ſhorter than it really is, 
And it is not enough that you guard againſt this thief 
of time, but you muſt be well employed when you 
are up; otherwiſe you had better be aſleep. We find 


a wo denounced againſt ſome who roſe ſoon to fol- 


low after vice: Wo to them that riſe up early in the 
% morning that they may follow after ſtrong drink, 
& and continue until night till wine inflame them f.“ 


4. ThosE who ſpend their time in drinking to ex- 
ceſs ; who do not uſe liquor to refreſh and» cheer 
ther ſpirits, but to ſtupify and beſot them. Some- 
times the very beſt of men have been overtaken in 
this fault, ſuch as TON and Lot ; but chen wc Wy 


* Jonah i. 6. "4 Iſaiah v. 11. 
not. 
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not continue in the habit and, pradtice of it; and it 
is a ſhameful thing to conſume much time in ſuch a 
ſordid manner. Sooner or later they muſt feel the 
ſmart of it; and many have paid dear for their in. 

temperance even in this world: they have made 
themſelves unfit for doing any ching in the common 
affairs of lifez they have reduced themſelves to po- 
verty, and thoſe who take pleaſute in ſuch kind of 
gratifications cannot be rich: they have broke their 
conſtitutions, which were ſtrong and vigorous z they 
have brought themſelves to an untimely end, and 

ruined their fortunes and their friends. Beſides the, 
expence of time, it has been the ſource of much 
trouble and woe. It's conſequences are very empha - 
tically deſcribed by Solomon: Who bath wo? 
„ who hath ſorrow? who hath contention? who 
e hath babbling ? who hath'wounds without cauſe ? 

« who hath. redneſs of eyes? They that tarry long 
Hat the wine, they that go to ſeek mix'd wine“, 
&c. And we find drunkenneſs is in that black N 
tatogue of fins that exclude men from the kingdom 
of heaven. If people have any regard for their pre- 
ſent or future happineſs, they will not ſpend their 
time in drinking to exceſs ; they will not give way 


to rioting or debauchery — any kind, but will be, 


« ſober and temperate in Yall things : knowing that 
* the time is ſhort, they will uſe the world as not 
1 abuſing 1 it an, faſhion of this world 20 


6 away f.“, 


5. Tust who. are th addicted to gaming. 5 
Tbis commonly goes by: the name e of Paſtime. That 


* Prov. ail 29. > 1 Cor. vii . 31. Ws 7 | | 
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Ginid reckativns are dallöcent ll nfl; tevidnce hey 
denied; but thefe 'ceaſe to be ſo when too much time 
is ſquandered away upon them, becauſe they break 
in upon other affairs af much greater importance. 
And yet this is toe much the mode and faſhion of 
the preſent age; and it ſeems to be a growing evil: 

like a contagion, it fpreads far and wide. It not 
only infects people of high rank, but likewiſe thoſe 
in the loweſt ſtations in life. O, how much time is 
ſpent this way! And it gives the mind fach a turn 
for diffipation, that it can ſeldom” think upon any 
thing that is good and excellent. People of this 
complexion are lovers of pleaſures more than 
4 lovers of God“. How docs it ruftle and dif- 
compoſe them!? what anxiety is ſometimes to be ſeen 
in the countenances of gameſters ? what oaths and 
curſings do they utter? And need I mention how 
injurious it often is to their temporal intereſts? Ma- 
ny opulent fortunes have been quite ruined by it, 
and many families reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs : 
| it has made thouſands practiſe theft and robbery, to 
| retrieve what they have loſt this way; and thus they 
| have been condemned to die on a gibbet. Surely, 
then, fuch a practice, as as is attended with ſo fatal 
" and 1 75 1 is a 12 abuſe ol 4 „ 
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. Taos E is W 0 dad e We can- 
not help being ſometimes with people of this ſtamp 
unleſs we retire from the world altogether 3 but we. 
ſhould not make them our choſen companions, and in- 
timate friends, otherwiſe we ſhall loſe much of our 
[ time, and of our innocence too: Evil commudi- 


* 2 Tum. it. 4. IR, 
cation 
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«. cationd corrupt good manners 1; their diſcourſe 


is enough to poiſon every one that comes, near them. 
There are many this day in miſery, who, if they had 
not been debauehed by lewd and licentiqus compa- 
ny, might have been ſhining like, ſo, many ſtars in 
the kingdom of heaven, They are now convinced of 
their folly, but, alas their paſt time cannot be re- 
called; there is no returning from the other. world, 
16 correct what they haue done amiſs here; but as 
they have ſown, fo mult they reap ſot cver: , The 
< companion. of ſools ſnall be deſtroyed “. This is 
ſet in a very ſtriking N in the n 4 the rich 
"_w and . M7 MT... 4 29 F188 HO+ 
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ing, viſiting; idle and uncharitable diſcoutſe, or the 


like. I join all theſe together, chat I may not ſpend 


100 much time when: recommending the improver 
ment of it. Not that all ornament is forbid ; only 


that people do not waſte more time in adorning the : 


body than the mind; and that they de not go;aboye 
their ſtation, or beyond their income. There is a 
certain neatneſs in apparel that is always decent 
and always pleaſing, The apoſtolieal rule is, Whoſe 
„ adorning, let it nat be that outward adorning, of 


<< plaiting the hair, and of wearing of geld, or of _ ö | 


_ <<-pinting om of apparel: but let it be the hidden 
man of the heatt, in that Which is not corrupti. 
< ble, even the ornament of a meek. and quiet ſpi- 


< rit, which is in the fight of God of great! price. 2 


t I Cor. xv. 33. 5 4 
+ Luke xvi. 19. 


4 K * * 
5 , 
- 
Fl CI : CET) * 3 
Tiles” & 4 41 1 * 
* 
- 


PF 


* 
2 — 
„ = 5 a 
- 
* N 4 g 
7 *& 
o - bo ? 0 
4 by * 8 f = * 1 
7 14 1 — % at ” 
I a 7 _ 4 N * a - = k 
0 ' | 7 * * : "I . 2 
'» ” 
ES" PROP Wt RIOT IT Ro rr PIE er He RI Pe er ny es — 
* — — — , we 


＋ 116 1 
« For after this manner, in the old time, holy per. 
«> bons who truſted i" ee wenne — 55 | 
Nrrruen is ſing our nee weididden, 
(provided it doth not engroſs too much of. ur time), 
but a duty incumbent upon us. We were not made 
to live ina reeluſe and unſociable manner, to be ſhut 
up from the reſt of the world, and to have no con- 
verſe with it : we are only to take care that we be 
not conformed to it's bad maxims, and a behave 
ſuitable to our character and nme ane ss 
Nox are we laid under any reſtraints with” reſpett 
to cheerful and innocent converſation ; but we muſt 
not be like the Athenians, who "os their time in 
nothing elſe, but to tell or hear ſome new thing “. 
We muſt beware of conſuming too much time to no 
purpoſe, or, what is worſe, in aſperſing the charac» 
ters of others, arid taking away their good name: 
this is inconſiſtent with the badge of our Chriſtian 
profeſſion, which is love; “ That thinketh nb evil, 
c rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth 4.” How much time is ſpent this way, I 
leave you to judge; for I ſniould be ſorry to diſcover 
an uncharitable ſpirit while declaiming againſt it. 
Thus have Þ deſcribed ſome of the characters of thoſe 
who may be faid to neglect this great duty of re- 
deeming time: examine yourſelves by theſe, and ſee 
how far they are applicable to your own caſe: J 
« ſpeak as ho wiſe men z jadge he what L ly e, 


d LI Pet. lii. 3, 4, 5. e Acts vii. 21..* 
7 1 Cor. xiii. 57 6. L 1 Cor. x. 15. 
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2 The elite" chit [attends it. When one fou- 


riſnies 1 in the world, and his ſchemes - ſucceed to his 


wiſh, it gives him no ſmall ſatisfaction: : how plea- 


fant then mult it be to proſper in thoſe things which 


relate to a future ſtate? The pleafure that flows from 
it is unſpedkably great. It is a common ſaying, That 


thoſe who have got rich ſoon, have made good uſe 


of their time; while, perhaps, they have been re- | 


We of ne and Ny Ho POR for it.” 


Bur he who has been diligent to de rich welds 4 
God, and at the ſame time been diligent in his laws 


ful calling; has employed his time in a proper man- 


ner; and he feels more” joy than the men of * 
world can poſſibly do amidit their greateſt proſperity. 
Reflect only upon the time that is paſt, and tell what 
part yields you the greateſt conſblation- However 


it be now, be aſſured, that when you are about to 
leave this world, it will give Jou much comfort to 


look back upon a well ſpent life; and to be able to 
ſay, that. your time was not ppent in fin and vanity, 
but in piety and vittue. When we are bidding 
tranſitory ſeene an everlaſting adieu, what a'delight- 
ful thing will it be if we can adopt the words of 


this 


Hezekiah : Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech 
« thee, how I have walked before thee in truth, 
* and with a perfect heart, and have done that 
e vhich is good in thy ſight *. O, time well ſpent 


} Iſaiah xxxviii. 3. 
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is a 9200 refreſhing cordial to one that is going t to | 
the land of forgetfulneſs ! = 
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2. ThE diſagreeable and galling "cfleciion We 
flows from ill-ſpent time, and how you will, wiſh you 
had uſed it when it is gone. Did you, ever ſee per- 
ſons in a dying condition? Have you not heard them 
bewailing their miſ· ſpent time? Unleſs vou have been 
preſent on ſuch mpurnful occaſions, you can form 
no idea of ſuch a moving rene, Thoſe Who are in 
health cannot conceive how precious. time appears. to 
an awakened dying man, when he feels himſelf juſt 
ready to ſtep into eternity. | Aſk him then, whether 
life be too long; and if men have any time to ſpare? 
and he will give you a very inſtructive leſſon. What 
would a wicked man then, give for-.a; little. of that 
time which; he made ſo light of in the days of his 
health and proſperity ? The whole World, were it in 
his power. What anxiety and pain appear m his 
looks? Words are not ſufficient to deſcribe. his dif- 
treſſed ſituation : he is, in ſhort, a terror to himſelf, 
and to all around him. At preſent, you have time to 
laviſh away as if you were at x loſs how to diſpoſe of 
it; but the period is faſt; approaching when you Will 
cry out with the Pſalmiſt, Remember how ſhort 
% my time is“: and as Hagar ſat dewn and weptz 
when the hegels of water was ſpent. 17 0 then you 
will bitterly lament, when time is e that Oe 
did not ee bende. Acre 7 | 


8 who art now ix ficeging b in a * * fin 3 
ſecurity, canno cannot imagine how * will prize time 


Pſalm Ixxxix. 47. + Gen. xxl. 15, 16. 


when 


L 1 
when* there is no hape of their recovery; when aA 
faithful friend bids them prepare for another world, 


for they have no time to loſe; and that what they do 


muſt be done quickly, otherwiſe it muſt be neglect- 
cd for ever. O that they now had that value and 
eſteem of time that they will have when hing on a 
death-bed! „O that they were wiſe, that they un- 
4 derſtood this, that 1 erer e _ —_ 


00 end 91“ | 


| How ſhall we peak to choke a tak trifled away | 
their time when they are in a weak and languiſhing 


condition? Muſt we ſpeak peace to their ſouls when 


they have led a wicked life? Muſt we ſoothe and | 


latter them, that it ſhall go well with them though 
they have not improved their time? Truly, it is dif- 
ficult to know how to behave in ſuch a delicate and 


tender point; for ſhould they be ſpoke: to in 2 ſaſt 


and eaſy way, without alarming them of theit dan - 
ger, this might land them in preſumption; or if they 
ſhould be addreſſed in a free, open, and awakening 


manner, it might ſink them in deſpair. You fee then 
the hard taſk that is impaſed upon us: ho is ſuffi- 
cient for theſe things? If then you would free thoſe 


who may be called to aſſiſt you in your dying mo- 
ments from much trouble and perplexity, be perſua - 
ded while you are in health to improve your time to 
the beſt advantage; and if you will not conſult the 
happineſs of others by a 15 I: nm n t to 
en ne is wa 
3 6-003: 


3. Tax fuifines af i time. How 9 ahi haſty 


in it's n How ſoon is it min gone? 
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It is ſwifter than a pbſt, or a weaver's ſhuttle “; it 
paſſeth away as the ſwift ſhips, and glides along like 
a mighty torrent. Time is ever on the wing; While 
I am ſpeaking it is flying ; that which was here when 
I ſpoke the laſt word, is gone before I can ſpeak the 

next; it flieth as a bird from the ſnare of the fowl-. 
er, or as an eagle that haſteth to the prey J. What - 

ever we are doing, whatever we are faying, what- 
_ ever we are thinking, time is paſſing on without de- 
lay: it tarrieth not even while we ſleep. Are ye 
not ſenſible of the ſwiftneſs of time? Do ye not feel 
it moving faſt along, and that it will not ſtay? Do 
ye not perceive it flying like an arrow out of the 
bow, or like a fleeting ſhadow ? But whether ye per- 
ceive it or no, it is ſtill moving with great velocity, 
and nothing can retard it's motions. It is a common 
obſervation, that the farther people advance in years, 
they are the more ſenſible of the ſwiftneſs of time; 
they think it flies much faſter than it formerly uſed 
to do. Is time ſo quick, and ſhall we be fo flow? 
Will we ſtand ſtill to ſee it paſs away, and contrive 
ways of killing it, as if we could recall it when we 
pleaſed? But let us try if we can ſtop the preſent 
moment, or call back what is already paſt, before 
we ſpend any more in vain, leſt we ſee our r 
when it is too late. | 


4. | Tax Giertaily of time. Is there not an ap- 
« pointed time to man upon earth? are not his days 
alſo like the days of an hireling f? Man that 
<« is born of a woman, is of few days, and full of 
« trouble. He cometh forth like a en and is 


* Job vii. 6. ix. 25. 17 Ib. ix. 26. # Ib. vii. i. * 
| « cut 


t 


* cut down'; he fleeth allo as a ſhadow, wh wh 
« nueth not *.. What is your life? it is even a 


* vapour that appeareth for à little time, and then 


« yaniſheth away f. Reflect only upon that which 
is already gone; call to mind your by-paſt time: 
doth it not ſeem but as' a ſhadow or-a dream ?. And 


it will not be long before ye receive death's ſum. 
mons j till ye are arreſted by this grim tyrant, and 


ſeized by his fore pangs: it will not be long till the 


« filver cord be looſed, or the golden bowl be bro- - 
« ken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or 


„ the wheel broken at the ciſtern } :?* it will not be 
long till your pulſe, that now Seaki briſtly, will be 
laid low; till it begins to intermit, and ceaſe by de- 
grees: chen life will hang quivering on ybur lip, 
then the frightful rattle will proclaim your approach 


ing exit: it wWill alarm all around you, and melt 
them into ſympathy - and compaſſion : you will die 


away by long: ſighs and diſmal groans. Nothing then 
to be heard but weeping and lamentation; nothing 
to be ſeen but à pale and ghaſtly codes the foul 
having taken It's flight into another world. Some 


will draw near to cloſe your eyes, and to give you 


the laſt ſalutation; and perhaps it will be with diffi- 
culty that they can be ſeparated from your cold and 


lifeleſs lips; they may be like Rachel, that tender 


mother, who refuſed to be comforted. Then you 


will be wrapt in u ſhroud, and put in a coffin; you 
vill be dreſſed for the grave, and carried thither- in 


proceſſion. Te now ſee” others going to their long 
home, and ye grace their funeral ſolemnities with 


your ne bot A thort A time is it 0 ell Fe your. : 
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{elves are thus carried forth; till-yop muſt go the 
way whence you ſhall pot rerun? Can you think how 
kttle time you have, and how near you are always 
10 Mer, ang yet trifle, away your. precious. mo- 
ments? Can you think, on death and judgment, and 
vet nat redeem the time, ſo that you. may be able to 
give in your accounts with joy, and not with grief ? 
We all complain of the ſhortneſs of time, and yet 
i is but a ſmall part of it that we liye te any yalua- 


ble purpoſe. Remember, Eber wy FRUnges 
1 155 wiſe 0 e 1079 30 d 
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8. Tut uncertainty of time. We e cannot boaſt 
of to-morrow, nor promiſe ourſelves one hour's ex- 
iſtence ; nay, for any thing we know, the next mo- 
ment we may launch out into the boundleſs ocean of 

eternity. How feeble is our mortal frame! On what 
2 lender thread hangs our life! When we ſee-the 
ſun riſe, we know, not if we ſhall fee him ſet, We 
r 
ſeeing another. As we know ohr time will be ſhort, 
ſo we know not how ſhort ; i for it is; extremely pre- 
carious. And ſince this is the caſe, how imprudent 
a it to be prodigal of ſuch a precigus treaſure; to 

be idling it away to no Manner of purpoſe. Vou 
may, indeed, be ſolacing yourſelyes with the thoughts 
of enjoying many ſerene, and peageful days; you 
may be flattering yourtelyes 5s with) the hepes of ha- 
ving much time on your. hands: but upon whas 
foundation are thefe things built? Are net your 
times in God's hand ? does nos be. call you hence | 
when he thinks fit? .To. how many diſeaſes and dif- 
aſters are you obnoxious, that may put a period to 
your exiſtence in this ſhort-lived ſtate? You ſee = 
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ching here but uncertainties. As then you are wer 

maſters of forurity, flrould PIR * nen ag 
ent 0 we eee 
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85 it would perfiaps make you ſo wiſe as to ſee” that 

“ you had no time to ſpare. And yet, dv you Walke 

it when you know not that you ſhall Jive another 


e day? Many are this week trifling away their | 
< time, who' will be dead the fert weck; whe yer | 
< would have ſpent it better, if they Bac tought 


* but to have died the next year, O man! whatif 
< death come before thou haſt made tliy neceſſary 
* preparation ? Where att thou then? When time 
„ is uncertain as well as ſhort, Raſt thou not work” 
1 2 of weight to ſpend it on“ Take 


<« ye heed; watch and pray: bs EnoW ee 


# the de ü f. 
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already loſt. Certainly it was not beſtowed in van, 
and to no purpoſe ; you were not ſent here to be 


idle and unconcerned ſpectators; you are ratibhal 


and intelligent creatures, and therefore muſt be” ace 
countable for your actions. Wben you are ſquan· 
dering away your time, do you imagine that yu are 
anſwering the end and defigh of your: Beitg f that 
you are making preparation for the jadgment-day ? 
And how much have you already ſpent this way? 
How much have you loſt in childhobd 7 HD. much 
in youth? and how much in ripet age?” bw müht 
have you loſt in e how much in A 
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how much i in ſin and folly ; O that, you were ſenſi«, 
ble of the great loſs: you have already ſuſtained, ſo 
as to redeem what remains with the greater dili- 
gence ! Can you remember the days and years that 
you have miſ-ſpent and idled away, and yet trifle 
with the preſent? When will you grow wiſe? Y. 
when ſhall it once be! 1 


7. Taz time of this life is all that you have to 
prepare for another world. This is your probation- 
time, ſo if you neglect to make a proper uſe of it, 
you will have no more. You will enter upon a fixed 
and unchangeable ſtate, and be happy or miſerable 
beyond expreſſion. © Behold, now is the accepted 


„ time; behold, now is the day of falvation *.“ 


What a ſpur ought this to be to your diligence : if 
qur Lord ſaid, I myſt work the works of him that 
« ſent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when 
“no man can work r: what need have ſuch as we 
to be doing, and to make much of time? He hath 
appointed you bounds beyond which you cannot 
paſs } ; your time is already meaſured out: And 
« the angel —lifted up his hand to heaven, and 
« ſware by him that liveth for ever and ever that 
6 there ſhould be time no longer ||.” While this 
ſpan or inch of time remains, improve it wel. Bea 
ware of loſing it by delay; . 


cc Procraſtination 3 1s the thief of time 9.“ 


It takes away the neeſent. while it promiſes f ature. 


Many have been ruined by this Armee 2 and if you, 
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are ſo unwiſe e as to let chis ſteal away your: time, vou 
will have an eternal grudge againſt yourſelves. If 
then you would eſcape the dear. bought experience 
of fools, redeem the time; mind in this your day 
the things that belong to your peace, before they 
are hid from your eyes. Though God bears long 
with you, he will not do ſo always; if he lets you 
alone from one year to another, and you do not 
bring forth good fruit, he will give orders at laſt to 
cut you down as cumberers of the ground ; for 
his ſpirit will not 3 ſtrive with man 4. 5 


8. Coxsibkx how time is 5588 by miſerable Fa | 
in another world. What would they give for a little 
of that time- which you now enjoy, and upon the, 
ſame terms? Would they ſet no greater value upon 
it than finners upon earth? Would they flight and 
deſpiſe it? Would they ſquander and throw it away 
fooliſhly ? What a ſtinging reflection muſt it yield, 
that they once were favoured with time to-work out 

their ſalvation , but that it is now gone for ever? 
They are paying dear for their folly, and reaping the 
fruits of miſ-ſpent time. How dreadful is their ſtate? 
how deplorable their, condition? Confined to that 
place, where God hath forgotten to be gracious, 
and where his mercies are clean gone ** : they have 
no gleam of hope, no ray of comfort, to alleviate 
their pains, but are filled with perpetual anguiſh and 
deſpair, being under © the blackneſs of darkneſs for 
* ever §.“ And if you are ſo unwiſe as to fin your 


* Luke Kix. 42. + Ib. xiii. 7. 
| Gen. vi. 3. l Philip. il. 12. 
** Plalm lxxvit. 19. p Jude * 
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ſouls into that diſmal condition, what can ves espech | 
but that you ſhould reproach yourſelves for net know- 
ing the time of your viſitation? And it-wilF: greatly 
aggravate your guilt and miſery,” that you Rved " in 
golpel. times, where you had many opportunities of 


promoting your everlaſtin g happineſs, and many wartt- 
ings given te to redeem time. 7 


-\ 


APPLICATION: 


PzrMIT me to addrefs the young and d rifing gene. 
ration, who may be pleaſing themſelves with this 
fancy, of having much time before them. Be per- 
ſuaded, O children ! to prize the time ye now en- 
joy; it is a moſt precious and; delightful ſeaſon, and 
by far the beſt for laying the foundation of Your real 
happineſs and welfare, What would ſome give to 
be in your ſituation ! they would, in ſhort, give any 
thing to recal their paſt years, that they have laviſh- 
ed away fooliſhly. Learn then at their expence to 
fet a due eſtimate on theſe moments you now enjoy, | 
for when once they are gone they cannot be recalled. 
Happy they who are thus wiſe betimes, who remem- 
ber their Creator in the days of their youth, before 
the days come, and the years draw nigh, where- 
in there is no pleaſure *! Remember, my young 


friends, that: this ſeaſon will ſoon be over: All fleſh 


is graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof is as the 
<« flower of the field: the gtaſs withereth, che flower 
* thereof fadeth; becauſt che ſpirit” ol the Lord 


© bloweth upon 2 85 8 


J. 


FEccleſ. xit. 1. 8 7. 
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Vous glaſs is + running, bd. your pulſe al- 


ways beating, but they will ſoon! ſtop; in a ſhort 


time you will ſtoop under the load of years, | This, 
I ſay, Will de your lat, if you are not ſnatched away 


by death, that mighty eonqueror. What havock 


will time make of your freſh and: bleoming com- 
plexions-! what a change on your florid and healthy 
countenances | There — there he will draw his fur- 
rows, long and deep: he will ſink your eyes in your 
head, and make them bath dim and hollow: he will 
| conſume and waſte your. earthly tabernacles ke 3 


moth. Think on the changes that ate awaitingyouy 
think on futurity ſo as to. redeem the preſent. times 
O think on theſe things before it is too late! Never 


poſtpone your everlaſting concerns; begin early to 


prepare for eternity. This is a/work-that cannot be 
too ſoon begun, and it well deſerves: the flower ef 
your time. Thouſands have ſeen the folly of delay. 


ing it from day to day; thouſands of your o 
ſtanding have had _— of doing this-at ſomei fu 
ture period, who, alas! have not been favoured 


with it; they have been eut off in their yourlg ant 


tender years. Death, that grins. relentleſs tyrant; 
ſpares no age, no ſex, no condition 3 he viſſts cht 
young as well as the old: you ſee” perfons dying 42 


round you of every age, and thoſe of as Mgore = 


conſtitutions as yourſelves. Let not the young gloty 


in their ſtrength *, for it is like 'cha@ before the 


wind 4, which is Gow blown away. A diſcaſe-Toow 


brings down the ſtrongeſt man, to the grave: * One 


„ dicth,” "faith: Job, “ in his full ſtrength f.“ 2 ix 
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- Tas old ſhould likewiſe be redeeming che tine, 
Such have a louder call to it than others: you are 
now drawing near the grave, and your glaſs is almoſt 
run; if you have trifled away much of your time 
Abeady, you ſhould improve what remains with the 
greater diligence. When you were young, no doubt 
you flattered yourſelves with long life, and promiſed 
to redeem time when you were more advanced in 
years; now that period is arrived which you ima- 
gined at ſo great a diſtance. But what is to be ex- 
pected beyond old age? By the courſe of nature 
you cannot hold out much longer: the young may 
die, but the old muſt die: the young may die 
quickly, but the old know that their time will be 
very ſhort; a few turns more will bring about the 

end of your days. God has lengthened aut your 
ſpan, while he has ſhortened that of many others: 
you are ſtill living monuments of his patience and 
forbearance. How many have you ſeen carried off ſince 
you were children? How many friends and acquaint- 
ance have you buried ſince vou knew the world? 
How many changes and alterations have you been 
witneſſes of during the days of your pilgtimage? 
And do not you feel yourſelves declining apace, and 
growing more feeble every day? Think on theſe 
things all you who are upon the decline of life, and 
| whoſe ſun is almoſt ſet: think on them while there 
is room for repentance, for. chere is none beyond the 
. | | 4 


ink, indeed, is a molt valudble. * abus 
thing to all, of whatever age; but eſpecially to you 
that have but a little more to determine that grand 
and important queſtion, Whether muſt you be happy _ 


Fo. 


b wy. 
0 

or miſerable for ever ? If any have been ſo rogiſe 2 
to delay their repentance till now, let them delay no 
longer, but ſet about it in all haſte: let them not des 
ſpair though it be at the eleventh hour, for © the J 
« Lord is merciful and gracious,” ſiow to anger; and 
« pleftiteous in mercy.—He hath not dealt with ou 
4 after our fins; nor rewarded you according to yo, 
e iniquities:. He knows your frame, and remembers. 
e that you are duft. ** All the days of your ap- 
pointed time wait on God, till your change come ; 
then you may expect to depart in peace, hke good 
old Simeon, your eyes n ſeen the an of 
God i. ' | 


Acain, ſuch as have 8 from ſickneſs, c. 
The Lord has dealt very favourably with you, and 
raiſed you up from the bed of ſickneſs and languiſhs 
ing: He has reſtored you beyond the expectations of 
your deareſt friends, and even when your own fears 
ſurpaſſed your hopes: He became your phyſieian, 
and bleſſed all the means of your recovery. When 
you were brought very low, then he interpoſed, and 
prevented you from going down to the chambers of 
death : He beheld you with an eye of pity, and was 

a preſent help in time of need : He was not 4 
leſs of your prayers and cries; he did not lend ; 
deaf ear to the voice of your humble ſupplications þ 
He gave you help from trouble, when vain was the 
help of man ||: He has healed all your ficknefles, 


and made you as ſtrong and vigorous as ever. Cal 


to mind, I beſeech you, the days of your afliQion, 


* Pſalm ciit. 8, 10, 14. - © + Job > ok 14. 
Luke ii. 29. c TI E. 11. 5 
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and the wonders which God! has wrought for you: 
call to mind how you reproached yourſelves for miſ 
ſpent time, and how you promiſed to redeem it, if 
you recovered from your indiſpoſition. You then 
ſeemed to have a taſte for religion, ſome reliſh for 
heavenly and divine things; by your diſcourſe you 
made thoſe around you believe that you were ſincere 
penitents. Did you not vow and promiſe that you 
would value time more than ever? Did you not pro- 
miſe this with tears in your eyes; and that you only 
wanted health to make good ſuch pious reſolutions ?. 
Now you have got your deſires gratified; now you 
are ſound and whole: do not live unmindful of your 
vows and engagements, by returning to a ſtate of ſin 
and ſecurity, otherwiſe your laſt ſtate will be worſe 
than your firſt *®. Shall a few days or weeks, ſhall 
a few months or years, efface all theſe good impreſ- 
ſions? Shall your goodneſs be like the morning 
cloud, or early dew, that foon paſſeth away + ? This, 
indeed, has been the caſe with too; many; they have 
thought that when their health has been confirmed, 

that it would never be broken again ; and thus have- 

returned to their evil courſes. Let not this be your 
conduct and behaviour; conſider, God cannot be 

impoſed upon, neither will he be mocked; tor © his 
c eyes behold, his eyc-lids try the children of men}.” 
Conſider you are never out of his reach; for whi- 
ther can you go but he will find you? He even fills 
heaven and earth with his preſence : He can bring 
you as low as ever; yea, he can ſmite you with 
greater calamities than any you have yet felt; and 


* Matth. xii. 475. + Hoſea vi. 4. 
| Plalm xi. 4. Jer. xxili. 24. 
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then with what face can you implore his aid 1 
ſiſtance? If you forget him in the day of proſperity, 
how can you expect that he will remember yo an- - 
the day of adverſity? May ye not then call upon 
God, and he will not anſwer ; and ſeck him carly, 
and not find him“? Shew then to all the world, by 
your life and converſation, that you have been ſin- 
cere in all your promiſes and reſolutions z and then 
you may expect that when any afflictions befal you, 
in ſome future period, that the Lord will ſupport you 
under them, and make all things work together for 
your good f. Whether, then, you have been viſits 
ed with ſickneſs, or whether you have had an un- 
common ſhare of health; whether you are young, 
or whether you are old; whatever be your age, or 
whatever your condition; let me beſeech you to 1681. 
deem the time. | 


Trvs have I endeayoured to lay before you ſome 
motives and arguments to enforce this duty. You 
Have heard the great pleaſure that attends it, and the 


r reflection that flows from miſ-ſpent time; 
ow ſwift in it's motions; how ſhort and uncertamz 


for what end it is given, and how much is loſt: that 
it is all you have to prepare for eternity; and that it 
is much eſteemed by miſerable ſouls, whoſe hope 
and whoſe time are gone for ever. While then the 
day of life and the day of grace continue with you, 
be perſuaded to improve theſe . bleſſings to the beſt 
advantage; then you may have the well-grounded 


#* Prov. i. 28. 1 Rom. viik 28. 
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Lend whoſe duration is etbrnity . 7 * 
706 the King ete! ' „ immortal, 


vie God, be honour and glory, for ever and ever. 
| n 1. 9 — Nr 7 | 
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